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cunning  of  phyfick  and  furgery  (to  the 
*5  perfed:  knowledge^  whereof,  be  requifite 
“  both  great  learning  and  ripe  experience) 
is  daily  within  this  realm  exercifed  by  a 
“  great  multitude  of  ignorant  perfons,  of 
“  whom  the  greater  part  have  no  manner 
“  of  infight  in  the  fame,  nor  in  any  other 
“  kind  of  learning :  Some  alfo  can  no  let- 
ters  on  the  book,  fo  far  forth,  that  com- 
“  mon  artificers,  as  fmiths,  weavers,  and 
women,  boldly  and  accuftomably  take 
“  upon  them  great  xures,  and  things  of 
“  great  difficulty  :  In  the  which,  they — ap- 
“  ply  fuch  medicines  unto  the  difeafe,  as  be 
“  very  noious,  and  nothing  meet  therefore, 

“  to  the  high  difpleafure  of  God,  great 
“  infamy  to  the  facffity,  and  the  grievous 
“  hurt,  damage,  and  deftrudtion  of  many 
“  of  the  kings  liege  people  j  moft  efpecially 

“  of  thofe  that  cannot  difcern  the  uncun- 

* 

“  ing  from  the  cunning :  Be  it  therefore 
“  (to  the  furety  and  comfort  of  all  manner 
“  people,)  by  the  authority  of  this  prefent 
“  parliament  enacted,  that  no  perfon  within 
“  the  city  of  London,  nor  within  feven 
“  miles  of  the  fame,  take  upon  him  to  ex- 
“  ercife  and  occupy  as  a  phyfician  or  fur- 
**  geon,  except  he  be  firft:  examined,  ap- 
“  proved,  and  admitted  by  the  biffiop  of 
“  London,  or  by  the  dean  of  Paul’s,  for 
“  the  time  being,  calling  to  him  or  them 

“  four 
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“  four  dodors  of  phyfick,  and  for  furgery, 
“  other  expert  perfons  in  that  faculty,  and. 
“  for  the  firft  examination  fuch  as  they  (hall 
“  think  convenient,  and  afterward  alway 
“  four  of  them  that  have  been  fo  approved, 
“  upon,  the  pain,  of  forfeiture  for  every 
“  month  that  they  do  occupy  as  phyficians 
“  or  furgeons  not  admitted  or  examined  af- 
“  ter  the  tenour  of  this  adl,  of  five  pound, 
“  &c.  And  over  this.  That  no  perfon  out  of 
“  the  faid  city  and  precindt  of  feven  miles 
“  of  the  fame,  except  he  have  been  (as  is 
“  aforcfaid)  approved  in  the  fame,  take 
“  upon  him  to  exercife  and  occupy  as  a 
“  phyfician  or  furgeon,  in  any  diocefs  with- 
“  in  this  realm,  but  if  he  be  firft  examin- 
“  ed  and  approved  by  the  bifhop  of  the 
“  fame  diocefs,  or  he  being  out  of  the  dio- 
‘‘  cefs,  by  his  vicar-general :  either  of  them 
“  calling  to  them  fuch  expert  perfons  in 
“  the  faid  faculties,  as  their  difcrction  fhall 
“  think  convenient,  and  giving  their  letters 
“  teflimonials  under  their  feal  to  him  that 
“  they  fhall  fo  approve,  upon  like  pain  to 
“  them  that  occupy  contrary  to  this  adf, 
“  &c.  Provided  alway.  That  this  adt  nor 
“  any  thing  therein  contained,  be  prejudi- 
“  cial  to  the  univerfities  of  Oxford  or 
“  Cambridge,  or  either  of  them,  or  to 
any  privileges  granted  to  them.” 
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Memorandum.  That  furgeons.  be  com- 
prifed  in  this  adt  as  phylicians,  for  like  mif- 
chief  of  ignorant  perfons  prefuming  to  ex-r 
ercife  furgery. 

But  in  the  XIV.  and  XV.  of  fdENRY 
VIII.  the  privileges  and  authority  of  phyfi- 
cians  in  London  were  enlarged  and  con¬ 
firmed  by  the  following  adl.- 

“  In  their  mod;  humble  wife  fhew  unto 
your  highnefs,  your  true  and  faithful 
“  fubjeds  and  liege  men,  John  Chambre, 
“  Thomas  Linacre,  Ferdinandus  de 
Victoria,  your  phylicians,  and  Nicho- 
“  LAS  Halsewell,  John  Francis,  and 
“  Robert  Yaxley,  and  all  other  men  of 
“  the  fame  faculty  within  the  city  of  Lon- 
don  and  feven  miles  about,  that  where 
“  your  highnefs,  (by  your  mod  gracious  let- 
“  ters  patents,  bearing  date  at  Weftminder, 
the  23d  of  September,  the  ipth  year  of 
your  mod  noble  Reign)  for  the  common 
“  wealth  of  this  your  realm,  in  due  exer^ 
“  cifing  and  pradtiling  of  the  faculty  of  phy- 
‘f  fick,  and  good  minidration  of  medicines 
to  be  had,  hath  incorporate  and  made  pf. 
“  us,  and  pf  our  company  afqrefaid,  one 
“  body  and  perpetual  cpmmonalty  or.  fel- 
“  lowdiip  of  the  faculty  pf  phyfick,  and 

to 
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to  have  perpetual  fucceffion  and  com-* 
“  mon .  feal,  and  to  chufe  yearly  a  pre- 
“  lident  of  the  fame  fellowfhip  and  com- 
“  monalty,  to  overfee,  rule,  and  govern  the 
“  fame  fellowfhip  and  commonalty,  and  all 
“  men  of  the  faid  faculty,  with  divers  other 
“  liberties  and  privileges  by  your  highnefs  to 
“  us  granted,  for  the  common  wealth  of  this 
“  your  realm,  as  in  your  faid  moft  gracious 
‘  ‘  letters  patent  more  at  large  is  fpecified  and 
‘‘  contained,  the  tenor  whereof  followeth  in 
“  thefe  words.” 

(2.)  Henricus,  Dei  Gratia,  Rex  Angliae, 
et  Franciae,  et  Dominus  Hiberniae,  omnibus 
ad  quos  praefentes  literae  pervenerit,  falu- 
tern.  Cum  regis  ofBcii  noftri  munus  arbi- 
tremur  ditionis  noftrae  hominum  fcelicitati 
Omni  ratione  confulere :  (3.)  Id  autem  vel 
imprimis  fore,  fi  improborum  conatibus 
tempeflive  occurramus,  apprime  neceffarium 
duximus,  improborum  quoque  hominum 
qui  medicinam  magis  avaritis  fuse  caufa 
quam  ullius  bonae  confeientiae  fiducia  profi- 
tebuntur,  unde  rudi  et  creduli  plebi  pluri- 
ma  incommoda  oriantur,  audaciam  compef- 
cere.  (4.)  Itaque  partim  bene  inflitutarum 
civitatum  in  Italia,  et  aliis  multis  nationibus 
exemplum  irnitati,  partim  gravium  virorum 
dodlorum  Joannis  Chambke,  Thomal 
Linacre,  Ferdinand!  de  Victoria, 

medicorum 
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medicorum  noftorum,  Nicholai  Halse- 

WELL,  JoANNlS  pRANCISCr,  et  RoBERTI 
Yaxley,  medicorum,  ac  praecipue  reveren- 
diffimi  in  Chrifto  patris  ac  Domini  Dom. 
Sacrofanitae  T hom^e  tituli  fanilae  Caecilise, 
trans  Tiberim  Romanae  ecclefis  prefby- 
teri  cardinalis  Eboracenfis,  archiepifcopi,  et 
regni  noflri  Angliae  cancellarii  chariffimi, 
precibus  inclinati,  collegium  perpetuum  doc- 
torum  et  gravium  virorum,  qui  medicinam 
in  urbe  noflra  Londino  et  fuburbibus,  intraq. 
feptem  millia  paffuum  ab  ea  urbe  quaqua 
vcrfus  publice  exerceant,  inftitui  volumus 
atque  impeiamus.  ( c;.)  Quibus  turn  fui  ho¬ 
noris,  turn  publicae  utiiitatis  nomine,  curae,’ 
ut  fperamus,  ^rit,  malicioforum,  quorum  me- 
rainimus,  infcientiam  temeritatemque,  tarn 
excmplo  gravitateque  fua  deterrere,  quam  per 
leges  noftras  nuper  editas,  ac  per  conftitu- 
tiones  per  idem  collegium  condendas  punire. 
(6.)  Qu$  quo  facilius  rite  peragi  poffint, 
memoratis  dodtoribus  Joanni  Chambre, 
TuOMiE  Linacre,  Ferdinando  de  Vic^ 
toria,  medicis  nollris,  Nicholao  Halset 
WELL,  Joanni  Francisco,  et  Roberto 
Yaxley,  medicis,  conceffimus,  quod  ipfi 
omnes  que  homines  ejufdem  facultatis  de, 
et  in  civitate  praedidta,  lint  in  re  et  nomine 
unum  corpus  et  communitas  perpetua,  five 
collegium  perpetuum.  (7.)  Etquod  eadeni 
communitas  five  collegium  lingulis  -  annis  in- 

oeroetuum 
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perpetuum  eligere  poffint,  et  facere  de  com- 
munitate  ilia  aliquem  providum  virum  et  in 
facultate  medicinse  expertum,  in  prsefidentem 
ejufdem  collegii  five  communitatis,  ad  fu- 
pervidendum,  recognofcendum,  et  guber- 
nandum,  pro  illo  anno  collegium  five  com- 
munitatem  prsdidtam,  et  omnes  homines 
ejufdem  facultatis  et  negotia  eorundem.  (8.). 
Et  quod  idem  praefidens  et  collegium  five 
communitas  habeant  fucceilionem  perpe- 
tuam,  et  commune  figillum,  negotiis  did® 
communitatis  et  praefidentis  in  perpetuum 
ferviturum.  (9.)  Et  quod  ipfi  et  fuccefibres 
fui  in  perpetuum  fint  perfons  babiles  et  ca- 
paces  ad  perquirendum,  et  poffidendum  in 
feedo  et  perpetuitate,  terras  et  tenementa, 
redditus,  et  alias  poflelTiones  quafeunque. 
(lo.)  ConcelTimus  etiam  eis  et  fuccefibribus 
fuis  pro  nobis  et  hseredibus  noftris,  quod  ip¬ 
fi  et  fuccefibres  fui  pofiint  perquirere  fibi  et 
fuccefibribus  fuis,  tam  in  dida  urbe  quam 
extra,  terras  et  tenementa  qu^cunque  annuum 
valorem  duodecim  librarum  non  excedentes, 
llatuto  de  alienatione  ad  manum  mortuum 
non  obftante.  (ii.)  Et  quod  ipfi  per  no- 
mina  prrefidentis  collegii,  feu  communitatis 
facultatis  medicinas  Lond.  placitari  &  im- 
placitari  pofiint  coram  quibufeunque  judici- 
bus  in  curiis  et  adionibus  quibufeunque. 
(12.1  Et  quod  pra^didus  prsefidens  et  colle¬ 
gium  five  communitas,  et  eorum  fuccefibres 

contirega- 
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congregationes  licitas  et  honeftas  de  feipfis 
ac  ftatuta  et  ordinationes  pro  falubri  guber- 
natione  fupervifu  et  corredlione  collegii, 
five  communitatis  praedidtje,  et  omnium  ho- 
minum  eandem  facultatem  in  didta  civitate 
feu  per  feptem  milliaria  in  circuitu  ejufdem 
civitatis  exercentium,  fecund um  neceflitatis 
exigentiam  quoties  et  quando  opus  fuerit  fa- 
cere  valeant  licite  et  impune,  fine  impedi- 
mento  noftri,  hsredum  vel  fucceflbrum 
nofirorum  jufticiariorum,  efceatorum,  vice^ 
comitum,  et  aliorum  ballivorum,  vel  mi- 
niftrorum  nofirorum,  hsredum,  vel  fuccef- 
forum  nofirorum  quorumcunque.  (13.) 
Conceffimus  etiam  eifdem  praefidenti  et  col- 
legio  feu  communitati  et  fucceflbribus  fuis, 
quod  nemo  in  dida  civitate,  aut  per  feptem 
milliaria,  in  circuitu  ejufdem,  exerceat  dic- 
tam  facultatem,  nifi  ad  hoc  per  didum'  prae- 
fidentem  et  communitatem,  feu  fucceflbres 
eorum,  qui  pro  tempore  fuerint,  admiflus 
fit  per  ejufdem  pr^fidentis  et  collegii  literas 
figilio  fuo  communi  figillatas,  fub  poena  cen¬ 
tum  folidorum  pro  quolibet  menfe,  quo 
non  admiflus  eandem  facultatem  exercuit, 
dimidium  inde  nobis,  et  haeredibus  noftris* 
et  dimidium  dido  praefidenti  et  collegio  ap- 
plicandum.  (14.)  Pr$terea  volumus  et 
concedimus  pro  nobis  et  fucceflbribus  nof- 
tris  (quantum  in  nobis  eft)  quod  per  prefi- 
dentem  et  collegium  praedids  communi- 
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tatis  pro  tempore  exiftentes  et  eoriim  fuc- 
teiTores  in  perpetuum  quatuor  llngulis  annis 
per  ipfos  eligantiir,  qui  habeant  fupervjfum 
et  fcrutinium,  correitionem  et  gubernationenl 
omnium  et  fingulorum  didas  civitatis  medi- 
corum  utentium  facultate  medicin®  in  ea^ 
dem  civitate,  ac  aliorum  medicorum  forin 
fecorum  quorumcunque  facultatem  illam  me- 
dicinse  aliquo  modo  frequentantiuni  et  uten^ 
tium  *  infra  eandem  civitatem  et  fuburbia 
ejufdem,  five  intra  feptem  milliaria  in  cir^ 
cuitu  ejufdem  civitatis,  ac  punitionem  eo- 
rundem  pro  deiidtis  fuis  in  non  bene  exe-^ 
quendo,  faciendo  et  utendo  ilia:  (15.)  Nec 
non  fupervifuin  et  fcrutinium  omni  modo 
medicinarum  et  earum  receptionis  per  didlos 
medicos,  feu  aliquem  eorum  hujufmodi  li- 
geis  noftris  pro  eorum  infirmitatibus  curan- 
dis,  et  fanandis,  dandis,  imponendis,  et 
utendis,  quoties  et  quando  opus  fuerit  pro 
commodo  et  utilitate  eorundem  ligeorum 
noftrorum  :  (16.)  Ita  quod  punitio  hujuf¬ 
modi  medicorum  utentium  didta  facultate 
tnedicinae,  fic  in  praemiffis  delinquent,  per 
fines  amerciamenta,  et  imprifonamenta  cor- 
porum  fuorum,  et  per  alias  vias  rationabiles 
et  congruas  exequatur.  (17-)  Volumus  eti- 
am  et  concedimus  pro  nobis  hseredibus  et 

*  Intra. 
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fucCefforibus  noftris  (quantum  In  nobis  dfl;) 
quod  nec  praefidens,  nec  aliquis  de  collegio 
prtedidlo  medicorum,  nec  fucceflbres  fui, 
nec  eorum  aliquis  exercens  facultatem  illam, 
quoque  modo  in  futurum,  *  infra  civitatem 
noftram  praedidlam  et  fuburbia  ejufdem  feu 
alibi  fummoneantur,  aut  ponantur,  neque 
eorum  aliquis  fummoneatur,  aut  ponatur  in  ali- 
quibus  affiliSj  juratis,  inqueftis,  inquifitionibus, 
attindlis,  et  aliis  recognitionibus  *  infra'  dic- 
tam  civitatem,  et  fuburbia  ejufdem  impofte- 
rum  coram  majore  et  vIcecomite,  feu  coro- 
natqribus  di(3:£e  civitatis  noftrae  pro  tempore 
exidentibus,  capiendum  aut  per  aliquem  of- 
ficiari.um,  feu  miniftrum  fuum,  vel  officia- 
rios  five  miniftros  fuos  fummonendum  licet 
iidem  jurati  inqu'ifitiones,  feu  reCognitiones 
fummon.  fuerint  fuper  brevi,  vel  brevibus 
noftris,  vel  hseredum  noftrorum  de  redlo  : 
fed  quod  didli  magiftri,  five  gubernatores 
ac  communitas  faeultatis  antedids,  et  fuc- 
celTores  fui  et  eorum  quilibet  didlam  facul¬ 
tatem  exercentes,  verfus  nos,-  hseredes,  et 
fuccefl'ores  noftros,  ac  verfus  majorem  et 
vicecomites  civitatis  noftrae  prsedidas  (pro 
tempore  exiftentes)  et  quofeunque  officiarios 
et  miniftros  fuos  fint  inde  quieti,  et  peni- 
tus  exonerati  in  perpetuum  per  prsefentes. 
(i8.)  Frovifo  quod  literse  noftrae,  feu  all- 
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quid  in  eis  contentum  noa  cedent  in  prasju- 
dicium  civitatis  noflras  Londini,  feu  liberta- 
tum  ejufdem,  et  hoc  abfque  fine  feu  feodo 
pro  praemiflis,  feu  figillat.  prsfentium  nobis 
facienda,  folvenda,  yel  aliqualiter  reddenda, 
aliquo  flatuto,  ordinatipne,  vel  adlu  in  con- 
trarium  ante  haec  temppra  fado,  edito,  or¬ 
dinate,  feu  provifo,  in  aliquo  non  obftante. 
In  cujus  rei  teilimonium  has  literag  noftras 
fieri  fecimus  patentes,  Tefte  meipfo  apud 
Weftmonafterium,  23°.  die  Sept,  anno  regni 
noft:ri  decimo  per  ipfum  regem,  ct  de  data 
pra:did:.  authoritate  pari,  (ip-)  And  foraf- 
“  much  that  the  making  of  the  faid  corpo- 
ration  is  meritorious,  and  very  good  for 
the  common  wealth  of  this  your  realm, 
it  is  therefore  expedient  and  necefiary  to 
provide,  that  no  perfon  of  the  faid  poli- 
“  tick  body  and  commonalty  aforefaid,  be 
fuffered  to  exercife  and  pradife  phyfick, 
“  but  only  thofe  perfons  that  be  profound, 
“  fad  and  difereet,  groundedly  learned,  and 
“  deeply  ftudied  in  phyfick.  In  confidera- 
**  tion  whereof,  and’  for  the  further  autho- 
rifing  of  the  fame  letters  patents,  and  alfo 
enlarging  of  further  articles  for  the  faid 
common  wealth  to  be  had  and  made : 

Pieafe  it  your  highnefs,  with  the  aflent 
‘5  of  your  lords  fpiritual  and  temporal,  and 
the  commons  in  this  prefent  parlianient 

C  2  P  aflembled. 
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“  adetnbkd,  to  ena6t,  ordain  and 
“  that  the  laid  corporation  of  the  faid  corn- 
monalty  and  fellowfliip  of  the  faculty  of 
phyfick  aforefaid,  and  all  and  every  grant, 
article,  and  other  thing  contained  and 
fpecified  in  the  faid  letters  patents,  be  ap- 
“  proved,  granted,  ratified  and  confirmed, 
'■  in  this  prefent  parliament,  and  clearly  au- 
thorifed  and  admitted  by  the  fame,  good, 
lawful,  and  available  to  your  faid  body 
“  corporate,  and  their  fucceflbrs  for  ever,  in 
as  ample  and  large  manner  as  may  be 
taken,  thought,  and  conftrued  by  the 
fanie.  (2.)  And  that  it  may  pleafe  your 
highnefs,  with  the  alfent  of  your  faid 
f‘  lords  fpiritual  and  temporal,  and  the  com- 
mons  in  this  your  prefent  parliament  af- 
fembled,  further  to  enadt,  ordain  and  efta- 
blifli,  that  the  fix  perfons  beforefaid  in 
“  your  faid  moft  gracious  letters  patents 
named  as  principals,  and  firft;  named  of 
“  the  faid  commonalty,  and  fellowfhip, 
choofing  to  them  two  more  of  the  faid 
“  commonalty,  from  henceforward  be  cal- 
led  and  cleaped  eledts.  (3,)  And  that  the 
fame  eledts  yearly  choofe  one  of  thern  to 
be  prelident  of  the  faid  commonalty,  and 
as  often  as  any  of  the  rooms  and  places  of 
the  fame  eledls  lhall  fortune  to  be  void, 
by  death  or  otherwife,  then  the  fupervi- 
«  vors  qf  the  f^me  ele.dls,  (within  thirty  cr 
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forty  days  next  after  the  death  of  them  or 
any  them,  ftiall  chufe,  name  and  admit 
one  or  more,  as  need  fhall  require,  of 
the  moft  cunning  and  expert  men,  of 
“  and  in  the  faid  faculty  in  London,  to  fup- 
“  ply  the  faid  room  and  number  of  eight 
perfons :  (4,)  So  that  he  or  they  that  fhall  ' 
“  be  fo  chofen,  be  hrft  by  the  faid  *  fuper- 
vivors  ftrictly  examined,  after  a  form  de- 
vifed  by  the  faid  ele(5ts,  and  alfo  by  the 
fame  *  fupervivors  approved. 

III.  And  where  that  in  dioceffes  of 
“  England  out  of  London  it  is  not  light  to 
f‘  find  alway  men  able  fufficiently  to  exa- 
“  mine  (after  the  flatute)  fuch  as  fhall  be 
“  admitted  to  exercife  phyfick  in  them,  that 
it  may  be  enadled  in  this  prefent  parlia- 
“  ment,  that  no  perfon  from  henceforth  be 
fuffered  to  exercife  or  pradife  through 
“  England,  until  fuch  time  as  he  be  exa- 
“  mined  at  London  by  the  faid  prefident, 

“  and  three  of  the  faid  eleds :  and  to  have 
from  the  faid  prefident  or  eleds,  letters 
teflimonials  of  their  approving  and  exa- 
mination,  except  he  be  a  g.-aduate  of  Ox- 
ford  or  Cambridge,  which  hath  accom- 
plifhed  all  things  for  his  form,  without 
;^ny  grace.” 

^  Super vifors. 
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In  32  of  Henry  VIIL  the  privileges  qf 
the  eollege  were  further  enlarged,  and  its 
cenfors  inverted  with  great  powers  by  the 
following  acrt. 

‘‘  In  moft  humble  wife  fheweth  unto 

I  '  ^ 

“  your  Majerty,  your  true  and  faithful  fub- 
“  je(fls  and  liege  men,  the  prefident  of  the 
corporation  of  the  commonalty  and  fel- 
lowfhip  of  the  fcience  and  faculty  of  phy- 
fick  in  your  city  of  London,  and  the 
“  commons  of  the  fellows  of  the  fame, 
“  that  whereas  divers  of  them  many  times 
having  in  cure,  as  well  fome  of  the 
lords  of  your  moft  honourable  council, 
“  and  divers  times  many  of  the  nobility  of 
“  this  realm,  as  many  other  your  faithful 
“  and  liege  people,  cannot  give  their  due 
“  attendance  to  them  and  other  their  pa- 
“  tients  with  fuch  diligence  as  their  duty 
were  and  is  to  do,  by  reafpn  they  be 
“  many  times  compelled,  as  well  withjn  the 
“  city  of  London,  and  fuburbs  of  the  fame, 
“  as  in  other  towns  and  villages,  to  keep 
“  watch  and  ward,  and  be  chofen  to  the 
“  office  of  conftable,  and  other  offices 
within  the  faid  city  and  fuburbs  of  the 
“  fame,  as  in  other  places  within  this  your 
realm,  to  their  great  fatigation  and  un- 
“  quieting,  and  to  the  peril  of  their  pa- 
‘‘  tients,  by  reafon  they  cannot  be  conve- 

“  niently 
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“  nlently  attended.  (2.)  It  may  therefore 
pleafe  your  moft  excellent  majefty,  with 
‘‘  the  affent  of  your  Lords  fpiritual  and 
temporal,  and  the  commons  in  this  pre- 
“  fent  parliament  affembled,  and  by  autho- 
“  rity  of  the  fame,  to  enadl,  ordain  and 
“  ftablifh,  that  the  faid  prefident  of  the 
“  commonalty  and  fellowlhip  for  the  time 
“  being,  and  the  commons  and  fellows  of 
“  the  fame,  and  every  fellow  thereof  that 
“  now  be,  or  that  any  time  hereafter  fhall 
“  be  their  fucceflbrs,  and  the  fucceflbrs  of 
‘‘  every  of  them,  at  all  time  and  times  after 
“  the  making  of  this  prefent  adl,  fhall  be 
“  difcharged  to  keep  any  watch  and  ward 
“  in  your  faid  city  of  London,  or  the  fub- 
“  urbs  of  the  fame,  or  any  part  thereof ; 
‘‘  (3.)  And  that  they  or  any  of  them  fhall 
“  not  be  chofen  conftable,  or  any  other 
“  officer  in  the  faid  city  or  fuburbs ;  (4.) 
“  And  that  if  any  time  hereafter  the  faid 
“  prefident  for  the  time  being,  or  any  of 
“  the  faid  commons  or  fellows  for  the  time 
“  being,  by  any  ways  or  means  be  appoint- 
“  ed  or  eledred  to  any  watch  or  ward, 
“  within  the  faid  city  or  fuburbs,  the 
“  office  of  conflable  or  any  other  office 
“  within  the  faid  city  or  fuburbs,  the  fame 
“  appointment  or  eledion  to  be  utterly  void, 
and  of  none  efted  any  order,  cuftom,  or 
“  law  to  the  contrary  before  this  timeufed 
in  the  faid  city  notwithftandinp. 
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II.  And  that  it  may  pleafe  your  mofl 
“  royal  majefty,  by  the  authority  aforcfaid, 
that  it  may  be  further  enafted,  ordained 
“  and  eftablidied,  for  the  cornmon  wealth 
“  and  furety  of  your  loving  fubjedts  of  this 
“  your  realm,  in  and  for  the  adminiftration 
“  of  medicines  to  fuch  your  faid  fubjedls  as 
“  {hall  have  need  of  the  fame,  that  from 
“  henceforth  the  faid  preiident  for  the  time 
“  being,  commons  and  fellows,  and  their 
“  fucceiTors,  may  yearly,  at  fuch  time  as  they 
“  {hall  think  moft  meet  and  convenient  for  the 
“  fame,  eledt  and  choofe  four  perfons  of  the 
“  faid  commons  and  fellows,  of  the  befl 
“  learned,  wifefl,  and  moft  difereet,  fuch  as 
“  they  fhall  think  convenient,  and  have  expe- 
“  rience  in  the  faid  faculty  of  phyfick:  (2.) 
“  And  that  the  faid  four  perfons  fo  eledl- 
“  ed  and  chofen,  after  a  corporal  oath  to 
“  them  miniftred  by  the  faid  prefident,  or 
“  his  deputy,  fhall  and  may,  by  virtue  of 
“  this  prefent  adl,  have  full  authority  and 
“  power,  as  often  as  they  fltall  think  meet 
“  and  convenient,  to  enter  into  the  houfe 
“  or  houfes  of  all  and  every  apothecary, 
“  now  or  any  time  hereafter  ufing  the  my- 
“  fiery  or  craft  of  apothecary  within  the 
“  laid  city,  only  to  fearch,  view,  and  fee 
“  fuch  apothecary-wares,  drugs  and  fluffs, 
as  the  apothecaries,  or  any  of  them  have, 

“  of 
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or  at  any  time  hereafter  iliall  have  in 
“  their  houfe  or  houfes :  (3.)  And  all  fuch 
“  wares,  drugs  and  fluffs,  as  the  faid  four 
“  perfons  fliall  then  find  defedlive,  corrupt- 
“  ed,  and  not  meet  nor  convenient  to 
“  be  miniftred  in  any  medicines  for  the 
“  health  of  man’s  body,  the  fame  four  per«* 
“  fons  calling  to  them  the  wardens  of  the 
“  faid  myflery  of  apothecaries  within  the 
“  faid  city  for  that  time  being,  or  one  of 
"  them,  fliall  caufe  to  be  brent,  or  other- 
“  wife  deflroy  the  fame,  as  they  fhall  think 
“  meet  by  their  diferetion.  (4.)  And  if  the 
“  fiid  apothecaries,  or  any  of  them,  at  any 
“  time  hereafter,  do  obflinately  or  willingly 
“  refufe  or  deny  the  faid  four  perfons  yearly 
“  eledled  and  chofen,  as  is  beforefaid,  to 
“  enter  into  their  faid  houfe  or  houfes  for 
“  the  caufes,  intent  and  purpofe  before  re- 
“  hearfaid  ;  that  then  they  and  every  of 
“  them  fo  offending  contrary  to  this  adt, 
“  for  every  time  that  he  or  they  do  fo 
“  offend,  to  forfeit  C.  S.  (5.)  the  one  half  to 
“  your  Majefty,  and  the  other  half  to  him 
“  that  will  fue  for  the  fame  by  adlion  of 
“  debt,  bill,  plaint,  or  information,  in  any 
“  of  the  king’s  courts,  wherein  no  wager 
“  of  law,  effoin,  or  protedlion  fhall  be  al- 
“  lowed  :  (6.)  And  if  the  faid  four  perfons, 
“  or  any  of  them  fo  eledled  and  chofen,  a§ 
“  before  is  faid,  do  refufe  to  be  fworn,  of 
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"  after  his  faid  oath  to  him  or  them,  admi- 
“  niftred,  do  obftinately  refufe  to  make  the 
“  faid  fearch  and  view  once  in  the  year,  at 
“  fuch  time  as  they  fhall  think  moft  conve- 
“  nient  by  their  difcretions,  having  no  law- 
"  ful  impediment  by  ficknefs  or  otherwife  to 
“  the  contrary  ;  that  then  for  every  fuch 
''  wilful  and  obftinate  default,  every  of 
“  the  faid  four  perfons  making  default,  to 
forfeit  forty  Ihillings. 

t 

“  III.  And  forafmiich  as  the  fcience  of 
"  phyfick  doth  comprehend,  include  and 
“  contain  the  knowledge  of  furgery,  as  a 
“  fpecial  member  and  part  of  the  fame : 
“  Therefore  be  it  enadted,  that  any  of  the 
faid  company  or  fellowlhip  of  phyficians, 
“  being  able,  chofen  and  admitted  by  the 
“  faid  prefident  and  fellowfhip  of  phyficians, 
“  may  from  time  to  time,  as  well  within  the 
“  city  of  London  as  elfewhere  within  this 
“  realm,  pradlife  and  exercife  the  faid 
fcience  of  phyfick  in  all  and  every  his 
“  members  and  parts  ;  any  a£l,  flatute  or 
“  provifion  made  to  the  contrary  notwith- 
“  handing.” 

The  two  above  recited  afts  receive  the 
flroncefi;  confirmation  from  an  adl,  of  the  ift 
of  Mary,  entitled, 
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An  a(ft  touching  the  corporation  of  the 
Phyiicians  in  London. 

"  Whereas  in  the  parliament  holden  at 
“  London  the  XV,  day  of  April,  in  the 
XIV.  year  of  the  reign  of  our  late  fove- 
“  reign  lord  king  Henry  the  eighth,  and 
“  from  thence  adjourned  to  Wcftminfler 
“  the  laid  day  of  July,  in  the  XVk  year  of 
“  the  reign  of  the  fame  king,  and  there 
“  holden,  it  was  enacted,  that  a  certain 
“  grant  by  letters  patents  of  incorporation 
“  made  and  granted  by  our  faid  late  king  to 
“  the  phyficians  of  London,  and  all  claufes 
“  and  articles  contained  in  the  fame  grant, 
“  fhould  be  approved,  granted,  ratified  and 
“  confirmed  by  the  fame  parliament. 


“  IL  l  or  the  confideration  thereof,  be 
“  it  enadled  by  the  authority  of  this  prefent 
“  parliament,  that'  the  faid  flatute  or  adl  of 
“  parliament,  with  every  article  and  claufe 
“  therein  contained,  fhall  from  henceforth 
“  hand  and  continue  hill  in  full  ftrength, 
“  force  and  effedt ;  any  aft,  flatute,  law, 
“  cuffom,  or  any  other  thing  made,  had  or 
“  ufed  to  the  contrary  in  any  v.  ile  notwith- 
handing. 


D 


( 


And' 
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HI.  And  for  the  better  reformation  of 
divers  enormities  happening  to  the  comr. 

"  monwealth  by  the  evil  ufing  and  undue 
“  adminiftration  of  phyfick,  and  for  the 
“  enlarging  of  further  articles  for  the  bet- 
“  ter  execution  of  the  things  contained  in 
the  faid  ad:  granted,  IV.  Be  it  therefore 
“  now  enaded,  that  whofoever  the  prefi- 
“  dent  of  the  college,  or  commonalty  of 
“  the  faculty  of  phyfick  of  London  for  the 
“  time  being,  or  fuch  as  the  faid  prefident 
“  and  college  fhail  yearly,  according  to  the 
tenor  and  meaning  of  the  faid  ad,  aur 
“  tborize  to  fearch,  examine,  porred  and 
“  punifh  ail  offenders  and  tranfgrefTors  in 
“  the  faid  faculty,  within  the  fame  city  and 
precind  in  the  faid  act  exprelTed,  fhail 
fend  or  commit  any  fuch  offender  of 
“  offenders  for  his  pr  their  offences  or  dif- 
obedience  contrary  to  any  article  or  claufe 
‘‘  contained  in  tlie  faid  grant  or  ad,  tp  any 
ward,  gaol  pr  prifon  within  the  fame  city 
“  and  precind,  (the  tow'er  pf  London  exr 
“  cept!  that  then  from  time  to  time  the 
“  warden,  gaoler  or  keeper,  wardens^ 
P  gaolers  of  keepers  of  the  wards,  gaols 
‘‘  and  prifons  within  the  city  or  precind 
“  aforefaid,  (except  before  excepted)  fhail 
f‘  receivp  into  his  or  their  prifons  all  an4 

fo  offend- 

.  i  ,  I  V 

“  in?. 
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‘‘  ing,  as  fhall  be  fo  fent  or  committed  to 
“  him  or  them  as  is  aforefaid,  (2.)  and 
“  there  fhall  fafely  keep  the  perfon  or  per- 
“  fons  fo  committed,  in  any  of  their  pri- 
“  fons,  at  the  proper  cofts  and  charges  of 
“  the  faid  perfon  or  perfons  fo  committed, 
without  bail  or  mainprife,  until  fuch  time 
as  fuch  offender  or  offenders,  or  difobe- 
dient,  be  difcharged  of  the  faid  imprifon- 
ment  by  the  faid  prefident  and  fuch  per- 
fons  as  by  the  faid  college  fliall  be  there- 
“  unto  authorized,  (3.)  upon  pain  that  all 
“  and  every  fuch  warden,  gaoler  and  keep- 
“  er,  doing  the  contrary,  fliall  lofe  and  for- 
“  feit  the  double  of  fuch  fine  and  amercia- 
“  ment  as  fuch  offender  and  offenders,  or 
“  difobedient,  fhall  be  afleffed  to  pay,  by 
“  fuch  as  the  faid  prefident  and  college  fhall 
authorife  as  aforefaid  j  fo  that  the  fame 
“  fine  and  amerciament  be  not  at  any  one 
“  time  above  the  fum  of  XX.  11.  the 
“  moiety  thereof  to  be  employed  to  the 
ule  of  our  fovereign  lady  the  queen,  her 
“  heire  and  fucceffors,  the  other  moiety  unto 
the  faid  prefident  and  college:  (4.)  All 
“  which  forfeitures  to  be  recovered  by  ac- 
tion  of  debt,  bill,  plaint  or  information 
“  in  any  of  the  queen’s,  heir  *  heirs  and  fuc- 
'  ceffors,  courts  of  record,  againfi:  any  fuch  ' 
warden,  gaoler  or  keeper  lo  offending ; 
in  which  fuit,  no  efloin,  wager  of  law,  nor 
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‘‘’proteilion  '(hall  'be  allowed  ne  admitted 
for  the  defendant.  V.  And  further  be  it 
“  ena&d,  by  the  authority  aforefaid,  for 
“  the  better  execution  of  the  fearch  and 
“  view  of  Pothecary-wares,  drugs  and 
“  compofitions,  according  to  the  tenour  of 
“  a  flatute  made  in  the  XXXII.  year  of  the 
“  reign  of  the  faid  late  king  Henry  the 
‘'-eighth,  that  it  fliall  be  lawful  for  the 
“  wardens  of  the  grocers,  or  one  of  them, 
“to  go  with  the  faid  phyficians  in  their 
“  view  and  fearch,  that  if  the  faid  warden 
“  or  wardens  do  refufe  or  delay  his  or  their 
“  coming  thereunto,  forthwith  and  im- 
“  mediately  when  the  faid  prefident,  or 
“  four  of  his  college  ele£t,  as  aforefaid,  do 
“  call  upon  him  or  them,  that  then  the 
“  faid  phyficians  may  and  fhall  execute  that 
“  fearch  and  view,  and  the  due  punifliment 
“  of  the  Poticaries  for  any  their  evil  and 
“  faulty  fluff,  according  to  the  flatute  lafl 
“  before  mentioned,  without  the  afli dance 
“  of  any  of  the  faid  wardens;  any  claufe  of 
“  the  aforenamed  flatute  to  the  contrary 
“  hereof  notwithflanding.  (2.)  And  every- 
“  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  as  will  or  fhall  re- 
“  fill  fuch  fearch,  fhall  forfeit  for  every 
“  fuch  refiflance  ten  pound ;  the  fame  pe- 
“  naltv  to  be  recovered  in  form  aforefaid, 
“  without  any  of  the  delays  aforefaid  to  be 
“  Lai  iu  fait  thereof.  Vi.  And  further  be  it 
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“  enaded,  that  all  juftices,  mayors,  fiieriffs, 
“  bailiffs,  conftables,  and  other  minifters 
“  and  officers  within  the  city  and  preciniTts 
“  above  written,  upon  requefl  to  them 
“  made,  fhall  help,  aid  and  affifl;  the  prefi- 
“  dent  of  the  laid  college,  and  ail  perfons 
“  by  them  (from  time  to  time)  authorifed  for 
the  due  execution  of  the  faid  ad:s  or  fla- 
tutes,  upon  pain  for  not  giving  of  fuch 
“  aid,  help  and  affiftance,  to  run  in  con- 
“  tempt  of  the  queen’s  majefty,  her  heirs 
“  and  fucceffors.” 

Such  was  the  foundation  of  the  college 
of  phyficians  in  London :  its  privileges  and 
immunities  were  as  ample  as  they  could  de¬ 
fire,  as  large  as  a  king  could  grant,  and  as 
lading  as  three  aths  of  parliament  could 
make  them  ;  and  the  powers  with  which 
they  were  invefted,  were;  fo  great,  that 
fome  have  thought  no  body  corporate,  in  a 
country  famous  for  liberty,  fhould  ever  have 
been  intruded  with. 

The  college,  according  to  one  of  thefe 
a<ds,  added  two  to  the  fix  principals  drft 
named  in  the  letters  patents,  who  were  cal¬ 
led  eleds ;  from  among  thefe  they  chofe 
Dr.  Thomas  Lynacre,  preddent ;  •  and 
from  the  red,  according  to  the  fame.datute, 
four  perfons,  whofe  office  was  fettled  by  the 
_ ■  d  _  ad. 
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aft,  and  the  college  have  named  cenfors  5 
thefe  are  the  only  officers  of  the  college  by 
aft  of  parliament  j  but  as  king  Henry 
gave  them  power  to  hold  lawful  meetings, 
and  to  frame  conftitutions,  or  by-laws  for  the 
good  government  of  the  community,  other 
proper  officers  were  appointed,  and  ftatutes 
were  accordingly  framed,  on  the  free  and 
generous  plan  laid  down  to  them  by  the 
king  and  his  parliament  j  and  if  the  college 
had  been  governed  from  time  to  time  ac¬ 
cording  to  thofe  original  conftitutions,  ad 
hanc  Normam,  (as  a  ftatute  of  the  college 
exprefleth  it)  by  the  prudent  counfel  of  the 
prefident,  eleftors  and  cenfors,  graced  with 
the  dutiful  and  becoming  behaviour  of  the 
reft:,  and  adorned  with  fcience,  by  rooting 
out  the  unlearned,  and  driving  far  away 
every  hateful  impoftor ;  it  would  moft: 
certainly  have  continued  to  be  in  a  very 
flourifhing  ftate,  and  the  greateft  bleffing  to 
the  commonwealth. 

The  powers'  indeed  granted  to  the  phyfi- 
cians  in  London,  we  fee,  were  very  great  j 
but  wholly  granted,  to  lupprefs  ignorance, 
raffinefs,  and  impudence,  in  the  various 
tribe  of  pretenders  to,  and  protect  and  en¬ 
courage  the  regular  ftudy  and  pradice  of, 
phyftck. 


£•»  }*• 
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that  the  prehdent  and  cenfors  have  proceed¬ 
ed  againft  great  numbers  of  perlbns,  for 
their  pradlifing  phyfick  in  and  about  the 
city  of  London  ;  dodtors  of  phyfick  of  our 
own,  as  well  as  foreignj  unlverfities ;  di¬ 
vines  5  furgeons  *  apothecaries ;  the  lowed; 
mechanicks  I  many  women  5  together  with 
common  empiricks,  and  impoftors ;  the 
greateft  part  of  them  in  the  reigns  of  Q. 
Eliz.  K.  TaMes  !.  and  K.  Charles  I. 
And  though  fotiie  of  the  delinquents  had 
Very  powerful  interceflbrs  with  that  learned 
body^  (as  Sir  Francis  WAL-siNdHAivij 
principal  fecretary  of  ftatej  lord  Huns- 
DON,  lord  chamberlain  }  C.  Howard,  lord 
high  adrnlral ;  the  bifliop  of  Lincoln,  lord 
keeper  5  and  feveral  other  lords,  both  fpiri- 
tual  and  temporal ;)  yet  the  college  always 
tnaintained  their  rights^  being  fupported  by 
the  highed:  authority  5  and  though  fecretary 
Walsingh  a  m’s  requeft  to  the  college,  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  one  Paule  Buck,  a  very  impudent 
and  ignorant  empirickj  was  not  comp  ied 
W'ith  j  he  alTured  them,  that  he  v/Ould  ne¬ 
ver  adt  any  thing  againd  the  benefit  or  dig¬ 
nity  of  their  fociety  5  and  if  at  any  time,  by 
the  importunity  of  friends,  he  did  write  u'p"- 
on  inch  an  occafion,  he  notvvithdanding  left 
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them  to  a£l  what  they  thought  moft  pru¬ 
dent. 

But  the  love  of  power,  in  any  fociety,  is 
apt  to  encreafe,  in  proportion  to  the  indul¬ 
gence  of  the  great  and  powerful,  and  the 
fuccefs  it  meets  with  in  the  exercife  of  their 
dominion  ;  and  when  once  any  man,  or  any 
body  of  men,  goes  beyond  the  bounds  fet  to 
his  or  their  authority}  it  generally  ends  in 
tyranny* 

The  firft  ftep  towards  the  exercife  of  this 
ufurped  power,  fatal  to  the  honour,  reputa¬ 
tion  and  ufefulnefs  of  the  college,  was  their 
departing  from  the  original  plan  laid  down 
to  them  by  their  founder,  king  Henry  VIIl. 
and  his  parliament,  who  made  them  one 
body }  whereas,  by  their  preicnt  ftatutes, 
they  have  in  a  mod:  arbitrary  and  illegal 
manner,  divided  that  one  body  into  two 
diftindt  feparate  parts.  The  fa£l  is  noto¬ 
rious,  but  when  this  feparation  was  made, 
it  is  not  fo  eafy  to  afcertain  * . 

4 

The  governing  part  of  this  body  confifts, 
at  prefent ,  of  a  prelident  and  forty  one  fel¬ 
lows  ;  the  fecond,  of  forty  two,  called  by 
the  others  licentiates :  the  former  of  thefe. 


•  Vide  p.;r^.  , 


with 
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with  all  the  privileges  and  immunities  of 
pbyficians,  enjoy  all  the  places  of  honour, 
profit,  and  truft;  with  a  power  of  rriaking 
laws  for  their  own  body,  as  well  ^s  for 
every  other  individual  who  pradlifes  phy- 
fick;  the  latter  have  by  the  laws  of  the 
[and,  all  the  privileges  and  immunities  of 
phyficians,  which  have  been  granted  to 
them,  as  members  of  the  one  parliamentary 
body  }  but  are  by  the  college  excluded,  not 
only  from  every  other  privilege  which  the 
prefident  and  fellows  enjoy,  by  the  fame 
grants,  from  the  fame  king,  and  the  fame 
parliaments ;  but  are  rendered  incapable  of 
enjoying  thofe  privileges. 

For  the  body  confifted  of  a  prefident  and 
commonalty  j  every  one  who,  by  the  laws  of 
the  land,  had  been  examined  and  approved 
by  the  prefident,  and  the  community,  or 
their  fuccelTors,  was,  ipfo  fadto,  a  member 
of  that  one  body  corporate ;  and  was  thereby 
entitled  to  all  the  privileges  and  immunities 
that  had  been,  or  ever  afterwards  Ihould  be, 
granted,  to  the  faid  prefident,  and  commo¬ 
nalty,  or  their  fucceflbrs. 

This  is  evident  from  all  the  a<fls  of  par¬ 
liament  already  recited,  and  from  the  toUow- 
ing  claufes,  in  the  royal  charter  of  king 
James. 

E  2 
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And  we  da  further  give  and  grant  for 
us,  our  heirs  and  fucceffors,  unto  thg 
forefaid  prefident  and  cominalty,  and 
their  fucceffors,  that  all  and  every  phyr 
“  fitian,  and  phyfitians  that  now  is,  or  are, 

■'  or  that  hereafter  ilrall  be  elected,  admitted, 
“  and  made  a  member  cf  the  forefaid  col- 
“  lege,  or  cominaltt'-,  fhali  from  time  to 
“‘  time,  be  wholly  and  abfolutcly  heed,  exr 
empted  and  difeharged,  of  and  from  pro- 
viding,  and  hearing  of  any  armour,  oy 
**  other  munition,  within  our  faid  city  of 
London,  and  the  liberties  thereof,  or 
within  feven  miles  conipafs,  &c,” 

Thus  king  James,  underftood  this  privh 
lege  to  belong  to  every  member  of  the  coh 
|ege,  to  all,  and  every  phyfician,  and  phyficians, 
qualified  as  above. 

“  And  we  do.  further  for  us,  Csfc.  give 
and*graunt  unto,  the  forefaid  preudent,  and 
college,  or  cominalty,  and  tficir  fucceffors, 
“  and  by  thefe  prefents  declare  and  manifeft 
our  pleafure  for  ever  to  be,  that  the  faid 
“  prefident  and  college,  or  comminalty,  and 
their  fuccefiors,  lhali  and  may  have,  take, 
receive,  ufe,  exercife,  and  enjoy  all  and 
fingular  the  guifts,  graunts,  liberties,  pyi- 
yilegcs,  immunities,  freedoms,  benefits, 
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advantages,  profits,  commodities,  power, 
abilitye  and  aothoritye,  herein  before 
rnentioned,  or  otherwife  by  any  other  for- 
“  mer  letters  patents  given,  graunted,  or 
confirmed  unto  tfie  prefident  and  college 
or  comminakle,  or  any  of  them,  ©c.” 

Though  this  charter  v/as  not  (as  the  king 
oromifed  it  fhould  be)  confirmed  by  ad:  of  , 
parliament,  it  (hews  the  large  and  extenfive 
fenfe  of  the  privileges,  that  were  then  de- 
iigncd  to  be  confirmed  by  parliament,  and 
which,  by  former  letters  patents,  had  been 
granted  to  the  prefident,  and  college,  or 
com^monalty,  and  their  fucceflbrs}  to  all, 
and  every  phyfician,  and  phyficians,  that 
now  is,  or  are,  or  that  hereafter  (liall  be, 
eleded,  admitted,  and  made  a  member  of 
the  aforefaid  coliege,  or  commonalty. 

That  every  phyfician  who  had  been  ex¬ 
amined  and  admitted  as  above,  wds,  ipfo 
fado,  a  member  of  that  one  body,  and  en¬ 
titled  to  the  privileges  aforefaid,  appears  alfa 
from  the  following  claufe  in  the  roya!  char¬ 
ter  of  king  Charles  II, 

“  And  we  will,  and  by  thefe  prefents 
for  us,  our  heirs,  and  fuccelTors  doe  give, 
“  and  graunt,  unto  the'faid  prefident,  fel- 
lows,  and  cominalty,  of  the  kings  college 
of  phyficians,  and  their  fucceflbrs^  that 
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all  and  every  phyfitian  and  phyfitians, 
“  that  now  is,  or  are,  or  that  hereafter 
fhall  be  elected,  admitted,  and  made,  a 
member  of  the  fame  college,  lhall  from 
“  time  to  time  be  wholly,  and  abfolutely 
“  freed,  exempt,  and  difeharged,  of  and 
“  from  ferving,  or  appearing  in  any  jury,  or 
“  juries,  £?<:.  and  of  and  from  being,  or 
“  chofen  to  be,  church  warden,  conlfable, 
“  fcavenger,  or  any  fuch  or  the  like  officer, 
“  or  officers,  &c. —  and  of  and  from  all 
“  watch,  and  ward  j  and  of  and  from  bearc- 
“  ing,  and  providing  arms,  within  our  cities 
“  of  London  and  Weflminfler.” 

KingCHARtES  II,  in  his  faid  royal  charter, 
confirms  the  grants  of  Henry  VIII,  and 
thofe  of  king  James. 

“  And  we  doe  further — give,  and  graunt, 
“  unto  the  faid  prefident,  fellows  and  com- 
“  monalty—-- and  their  fuccefibrs,  tha,t  the 
“  faid  prefident,  fellows  and  cominalty,  and 
“  their  fucceflors,  fhall  and  may '  have,  take, 
“  hold,  receive,  ufe,  exercife,  and  enjoy,  all 
“  and  Angular  the  guifts,  graunts,  liberties, 
“  privileges,  immunities,  freedomes,  bene- 
“  fits,  advantages,  profits,  comodities,  pow- 
er,  ability  and  authority,  herein  before 
“  mentioned,  or  by  any  adl  or  adls  of  par- 
“  liament  heretofore  given,  graunted,  or  con- 

“  firmed, 

fc- .  i  *  I 
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“  firmed,  unto  the  prefident  and  college  or 
“  cominalty  aforefaid,  or  any  ofthem ;  and 
“  not  hereby  altered,  changed,  made 
void,  or  nulled, 

And  although  this  charter  had  not  the 
fandVion  of  an  aft  of  parliament,  yet  it  fixes 
and  confirms  the  fenfe  and  meaning  of  all 
the  grants,  (confirmed  by  parliament,  to  that 
one  body  and  all  and  lingular  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  that  body,)  to  be  one  and  the  feme 
which  the  licentiates  contend  for. 

If  therefore  thefe  grants,  exprelTed  in  the 
fulleft,  and  firongefl;  terms ;  nay  exprefled, 
by  almofi:  every  word,  in  our  copious  lan¬ 
guage,  which  conveys  any  idea '  of  power  to 
aft,  or  privilege  to  be  exempted  from  of¬ 
fices  and  fervices  of  every  kind,  which  are 
incompatible  with  the  praftice  of  phyfick* 
were  granted  to  the  prefident,  and  commo¬ 
nalty  of  the  fcience  and  faculty  of  phyfick 
in  London  j  and  if  all  and  lingular  thefe  pri¬ 
vileges  of  exemption  from  fuch  offices  and 
fervices,  have  been  always  acknowledged  to 
extend  to  the  licentiates,  equally  with  the 
prefident  himfelf,  by  every  Iheriffis  officer, 
in  his  never  nominating  any  one  of-  their 
number  to  ferve  upon  juries ;  and  by  every 
vefiry  in  London,  in  not  chufing  at  any  time 
fo  much  as  one,  of  their  number,  into  the 

pffices 


I  3^  ]  ^ 

offices  of.  the  refpedive  pariffies,  iti  which 
they  live  ;  by  what  name  can  they  be  call¬ 
ed,  but  members  of  that  one  body  ?  fince 
they  never  could  have  enjoyed  thefe  privi¬ 
leges,  and  immunities,  but  by  being  mem¬ 
bers  thereof ;  or  in  other  words,  the  words 
of  the  XXXII  of  Henry  VIIL  If, 


“  The  prefident  of  the  commonalty  and 
fellowffiip  for  the  time  being,  and  the 
commons  and  fellows  of  the  fame,  and 
every  fellow  thereof  that  now  be,  or  that 
any  time  hereaftef  ffiall  be,  their  fuc- 
ceffor^  and  the  fucceflbrs  of  every  of 
them  at  all  times,  dec*  ffiall  be  difcharg- 
ed.”  And  if  they  have  at  all  times,  Upon 
thefe  grants  alone,  been  difchargCd  to  keep 
watch  and  ward,  &c.  by  Y/hat  name  can 
they  be  called,  but  as  this  aft  calls  them, 
and  thefe  their  privileges  and  immunities 
prove  them  to  be,  fellows  of  the  fellowffiip 
of  the  fcience  and  faculty  of  phylick  ? 
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The  privilege  of  not  finding  arms  Was 
continued  without  interruption,  ’till  1588, 
and  it  being  a  time  of  moft  imminent  and 
publick  danger,  the  lord  mayor  of  London 
and  court  of  aldermen  (fays  Dr.  Goodall) 
charged  the  college  with  arms  j  whereupon 
they  applied  themfelves  to  queen  Eliza¬ 
beth  and  the  council  j  upon  which  fecre- 

tary 
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tary  Walsingham  wrote  a  letter  to  the 
lord  mayor  and  aldermen  of  London,  that 
they  fliould  no  more  trouble  the  college,  but 
permit  them  to  live  quietly  and  free  from 
that  charge.  In  the  reign  of  king  James, 
the  college  being  again  charged  with  arms, 
Sir  William  Paddy  pleaded  their  privi¬ 
lege  before  Sir  Thomas  Middleton  lord 
mayor,  and  a  full  court  .of  aldermen,  and 
Sir  Henry  Montague  recorder;  the  ilTue 
was,  the  recorder  perufing  every  branch  of 
the  ftatutes,  recited  by  Sir  Will  am  Paddy, 
with  the  reafons  by  him  urged,  did  con¬ 
clude,  that  the  aft  of  parliament  did  extend, 
to  give  the  college  as  much  immunity,  as 
in  any  fort  the  chirurgeons :  whereupon 
the  court  defired  a  lift  of  the  members  of 
the  college ;  which  was  immediately  given 
them,  and  an  order  entered  for  a  difpenfa- 
tion  to  the  college,  from  bearing  arms ;  and 
alfo  a  precept  was  then  awarded  by  the 
mayor,  and  court,  to  commit  all  other  phy- 
ftcians,  or  furgeons  refufing  to  bear  or  find 
arms,  who  were  not  of  the  college  allow¬ 
ed  ;  or  chirurgeons  licenfed  according:  to 
form. 

But  the  college  have  not  only  perverted 
the  defign  of  their  founder,  in  dividing  the 
one  parliamentary  body  into  two  diftinft  fe- 

inverted  the  letters 

Datcnts- 


parate  parts ;  they  have 
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patents;  inlTead  of  fuppreffin^,  they  have  fo 
far  encouraged,  quacks  of  aii  forts,  even  the 
mod  illiterate,  and  moft  impudent,  (by  not 
exerting  their  newer  and  legal  authority  to 
reftra'n  them  ',  and  by  thefe  means  have  fuf- 
fered  every  empirick  from  any  part  of  the 
world  who  has  fettled  in  London,  to  prac- . 
tife  with  impunity  ;  vvhen  at  the  fame  time, 
they  have  difeourayed  men  of  a  learned  edu-r 
catio  and  have  ;o  in  erpreted  their  old,  and 
fo  framed  th  'ir'new,  ftatutes,  and  by-laws, 
as  to  luad  with  ignominy,  opprefs  with  fines 
and  taxes,  no  lefis  tltian  two  ano  forty  phy- 
f  clans,  examined  according  to  aft  of  parlia¬ 
ment.'  approved  and  adsnitted  to  praftife,  . 
without  iim'itation,  by  the  college;  feveral 
of 'whom,  being  unwilling  any  longer  to 
bear  fuch  ufage,  and  confeious  that  they 
were  entitled  to  better  treatment ;  delivered 
to  the  prefident  and  fellows  the  following 


grievances. 


To 
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To  the  prefident,  and  fellows  of  the  college,  of  phyfi] 

ciaiiSj  London.' 

> 

j 

Grievances  complained  of,  by  Dr.  Samuel 
Pyi',  Dr.  Edvvard  Hody,  Dr.  John 
Andree,  Dr.  John  Fothekgill,  Dr. 
David  R.qss,  .Dr.  John  Baptist  Sil¬ 
vester,  and  other  licentiates. 

They  complain, 

they  are  hot  permitted  to  he 
I  prefent  at  the  comitia  ma  ora  whilft 
the  buiinefs  of  the  college  is  tranfadiingj 
and  in  confequence  are  denied  the  privilege 
of  voting. 

*  '.r  ■ 

That  they  are  excluded  frorii,  all  offices,  of 
honour,  and  trufi:,  in  the  faid  college  j  and, 
•  even  the  capacity  of  being  ekdied  into  any 
fuch. 

That  a  large  fine  has  been  exadled  from., 
and  paid  by  them.,  towards  tlie  lupport  of 
the  college;  altho.ugh  they  are  not  allowed 
to  enjoy  the  rights  and  ptivi'tp'es  ot  that 
corporation,  a's  membeis  ihertot. 

'  ■'  1 

1  hat  an  annua!  tax,  of  two  poCinds  foiir 

fliillings,  has  been  laid  and  icvieo  them 

'Only,  towardsthe  iupport  ot  the  coiitgC5  and 
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That  a  bond  has  been,  as  they  appre¬ 
hend,  illegally  demanded,  and  taken  from 
them,  to  compel  the  payment  of  the  faid 
annual  tax. 

Each  of  the  above  articles  they  deem  to 
be  a  grievance ;  they  having  been  examined, 
appioved,  and  admitted  to  pradlife  phyfick, 
without  limitation,  in  and  within  feven 
miles  of  London,  which  appears  by  di¬ 
plomas,  under  the  common  feal  of  the 
college. 

London,  Nov.  3d,  1752. 

To  the  above  grievances,  the  licentiates, 
after  feveral  delays,  received  the  following 
anfwer,  in  writing,'  from  the  hands  of  Dr. 
Wasey,  as  prelident  of  the  college  j  Dec. 
22,  1752. 

The  college  app7-ehend,  that  their  proceed- 
ings,  in  regard  to  the  licentiates^  are  agree¬ 
able  to  their  charter  by  a£l  of  parlia¬ 
ment  J  to  the  ftatutes  made  by  thetUy  in  con^ 
Jeqiience  of  the  power  given  them  by  that 
charter ;  and  to  the  conjiant  and  antient  u- 
fage  of  the  college  ^ 
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if  the  college  had  granted  the  licentiates  a 
conference,  with  a  deputation  from  their  bo¬ 
dy,  in  order  to  have  attempted,  to  adjuft,  in 
an  amicable  manner^  the  differences  fubfift- 
ing  between  the  fellows  and  them,  (agree¬ 
able  to  their  ffiort  memorial  to  the  prefi- 
dent,  &c.  previous  to  the  delivery  of  the 
faid  grievances)  the  licentiates  were  prepared 
to  fupport,  every  one  of  the  above  articles^ 
in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  convince  every  un¬ 
prejudiced  fellow,  that  their  proceedings  in 
this  affair^  with  regard  to  -the  college^  are 
agreeable  to  the  charter  by  aSi  of  parlia- 
rr.ent ;  to  the  fatutes  made  by  them^  in 
confequence  of  the  power  given  to  them  by 
the  charter  j  and  to  the  ancient  ufage 
college. 

This  will  appear  by  the  following  enquiry} 
which  is  now  fubmitted  to  the  judgment 
of  the  PUBLiCK,  that  every  one  may  fee,  as 
well  as  the  prefidentj  and  fellows^  that  thefe 
complaints  had  no  other  foundation,  than 
that  on  which  the  college  itfelf  ftandsi 

King  Henry  the  eighth,  by  the  advice 
of  his  phyficians,  and  in  imitation  of  the 
laudable  exarhples  of  Italy  and  other  coun¬ 
tries,  confulting  the  happinefs  of  his  fubjedts^ 
took  the  firft  flep  towards  procuring  for  them 
that  happinefs,  in  providing  for  the  health 
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.of  his  people  by  reftraiiiing  the  impudence 
•  of  thofe  wicked  men,  who  pradil.ed  phy™ 
lick  more  from  avarice  than  a  good,  confci- 
ence ;  whereby  the  ignorant  and  credulous 
luuained  the  greatefl:  damages,  in  the  lofs 
of  their  fubftance,  their  health,  and  often 
of  their  lives. 


For  which  purpofe,  he  in  the  tenth  year 
of  his  moil  noble  reign,  willed  and  com,- 
manded  j  that  there  fliould  be  a  perpetual 
college  of  learned  and  grave  men,  who 
drould  publitkly  pradlife  phylick  in  London, 
and  feven  miles  round  ;  who,  as  well  for  their 
own  honour,  as  the  benefit  of  the  publick, 
lliould  take  care,  both  by  their  example  and 
gravity  to  difcourage  the  ignorance  and  raflv 
nefs  of  thofe  wicked  men ;  and  to  punifh 
them  according  to  the  laws  of  the  land, 
and  the  conftitutions  to  be  framed  for  that 
purpofe  by  che  faid  college  :  to  accomplifh 
which,  with  the  greater  certainty,  and  in 
.the  beft  manner,  the  founder  of  the  col¬ 
lege  exprefTcth  his  royal  will  and  pleafure 
in  thefe  Ifrong  and  nervous  words ;  Dodto- 
u'ibus  JoANNi  Chambrf,  '.hoM^eLina- 
'.CR&, Fern AND'b  d  '  victor' a,  inedicis  nof- 
tris,  Nicolao  Halsewell,  |  anniFran- 
,eisco,  et  PvOBERTo  Yaxley,  medicis  con- 


ceffimus,  quod  ipli,  otnneique  iioinines  e- 
jufdem  Facultatis,  de  cC  in  crvitate  prsedicta. 


> 
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int 'in  re  et  nomine,  unam  corpus  et  com- 
liiunitas  perpetua,  five  collegium  perpetuum. 

The  licentiates  humbly  conceive,  that  no 
grant,  or  charter,  could  have  been  exprelTed, 
in  plainer  and  ftronger  terms,  to  afcertain  to 
any  phyfician,  his  legal  and  undoubted  right, 
to  every  privilege,  and  all  the  advantages  and 
liberties,  which  by  the  authoiity  aforefaid 
are  granted  to  the  collesTe,  of  which  he  has 
been  made,  and  admitted  a  member,  ac¬ 
cording  to,  and  by,  this  charter  and  the 
fiatute  which  recites  and  couhims  it. 


Yet  notwii-b  dbhding  this  plain  and  expli- 
cite  declaration  of  their  royai  founder ;  con- 
trary  to  the  letter,  arid  the  plain  and  obvious 
meaning,  of  every  word  in  the  charter,  tii 


C 


licent'ates  have  by  degrees  been  exc  uded 
from  every  thing  t!;at  belongs  to  the  college, 
except  the  bare  name  ;  They  who  have  been 
admitted  ^ by  the  prefident  and  the  commo¬ 
nalty';  they  who  have  letters  teftimonials  of 
the  prefidents  and  the  commonalties  approv¬ 
ing  and  examination,  according ‘to  the  char¬ 
ter,  and  by  the  fiatute ;  by  a  difiindfion 
without  a  difference,  either  in  reafon,  or 
law ;  by  a  name,  unknown  to  their  royal 
founder,  or  his  parliament,  have  not  only  the 
■  doors  of  the  coHegc  barred  acnnnfi  them- 
but  the  odious  ftigma,  of  minus  dodi,  fet 
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as  it  were,  on  their  foreheads  j  a  ftigma,  as 
contradidlory,  as  odious  j  odious  to  perfons 
educated  in  a  profeflion,  which  has  ever  been 
reckoned  a  learned  one;  and  who  for  many 
years  have  been  wholly  devoted  to  the  far¬ 
ther  ftudy  and  praflice  of  phyfick ;  contra- 
didlory  to  the  letter  of  the  ftatute,  and  the 
exprefs  words  of  their  letters  teftimonials, 
compared ;  “  It  is  therefore  expedient  and 
“  necelTary  to  provide,  that  no  perfon  of  the 
faid  politick  body  and  commonalty  aforc- 
faid,  be  fuffered  to  exercife  and  pra£life 
“  phyfick,  but  only  thofe  perfons  that  be 
“  profound,  fad,  and  difcreet,  groundedly 

learned,  and  deeply  ftudied  in  phyfick.” 

\ 

* 

In  confequence  of  this  claufe  in  the  fta¬ 
tute,  the  words  of  their  letters  teftimonials 
are  examina[fe,  et  (in  fome,  admifjifje,  in  o- 
thers,)  fermijjijje  dodlum  et  probum  vi- 
rum,  &c. 

The  licentiates  grant,  that  by  the  fame 
charter  the  prefident  and  commonalty  are 
inverted  with  power  and  authority,  to  or¬ 
dain  ftatutes  and  ordinances,  for  the  good 
government  of  the  college  ;  but  neither  the 
charter,,  nor  the  ad;  of  parliament,  nor  any 
other  ftatute,  ’till  this  be  repealed,  can  give 
them  any  power,  or  authority  to  make  any 
.ftatute  or  by-law,  to  exclude  from  the  com- 

monaltv 


[  41  ] 

monaky  or  fellowfhip,  tliofe,  for  the  ,ad- 
miffion  of  whom,  the  very  charter  was 
granted,  and  the  flatute  in  fo  very  ftrong 
terms  has  confirmed  :  For  neither  the  king 
in  granting,  nor  the  lords  fpiritual  and  tem¬ 
poral,  and  commons,  in/confirming  the  faid 
grant,  can  poffibly  be  thought  to  contradicl 
in  one  clauic,  what  they  had  eflablifhed  in 
another. 


If  therefore  the  charter  be  confiflent  with 
itfelf,  and  the  following  claufe  be  in  the  fta- 
tute,  “  Pleafeth  it  your  highnefs,  with  the 
affent  of  your  lords  fpiritual  and  temporal, 
and  the  commons,  in  this  prefent  parlia- 
‘‘  ment  aflembled,  to  enadt,  ordain,  and  ka- 
blifh,  that  the  faid  corporation  of  the  faid 
commonalty,  and  fellowfhip  of  the  fa¬ 
culty  of  phyfick  aforefaid,  and  all  and 
every  grant,  article,  and  other  thing,  con¬ 
tained  and  fpecihed,  in  the  faid  letters  pa¬ 
tents,  be  approved,  granted,  ratified,  and 
confirmed,  in  this  prefent  parliament,  and 
clearly  authorized  and  admitted  by  the 
fame,  good,  lawful,  and  available  to  your 
faid  body  corporate,  and  their  fucceffors 
for  ever,  in  as  ample  and  large  manner, 
as  may  be  taken,  thought-  and  conftrued 
by  the  fame'.” 
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If,  they  fay,  the  charter  be  confiftent  with 
itfelf,  and  the  above-recited  claufe  be  in  the 
a6t  of  parliament  j  they,  who  have  been  ad¬ 
mitted  by,  and  according  to,  the  faid  char¬ 
ter,  and  flatute,  into  the  corporation  of  the 
faid  commonalty,  and  fellowlhip  of  the  fa¬ 
culty  of  phyfick ;  apprehend,  they  have  a 
juft  and  legal  right  to  be,  in  as  ample,  and 
large  manner,  as  may  be  taken,  thought, 
and  conjirued,  by  the  fame.  Members  of 
THAT  corporation,  AND  FELLOWS  OF 
THAT  FELLOWSHIP. 

As  Britons,  they  enjoy  all  their  liberties 
and  privileges,  by  magna  charta ;  and  are 
confequently  free  from  all  taxes  contrary  to 
law ;  but,  as  phyficians  ,  againft  all  leafon, 
as  well  as  againft  their  chai  ter,  and  a'gainft 
adl  of  parliament,  they  have  been,  and  ftill 
continue  to  be,  treated,  as  if  they  were  (as 
a  learned  divine,  {ometime  lince,  attempt¬ 
ed  to  prove  all  phyheians  to  have  been,) 

SLAVES. 

But,  as  the  ftatutes  of  the  college  ought  to 
be  the  rule,  and  raeafure,  of  their  govern¬ 
ment,  univerfally,  with  refpedl  to  all  perfons, 
and  things,  relating  to  the  coilege,^  as  a  body 
corporate;  the  licentiates  think  it  may  be 
further  incumbent  on  them,  to  make  it  ap¬ 
pear, 


[  43  ] 


pear,  that  their  complaints  are  juft,  as  they 
are  founded  on  the  original  Statutes  of  the 
college ;  and  this,  they  apprehend,  they  can 
eafily  do,  by  the  following  remarks  on  the 
prefent  ftatutes. 


The  college,  in  the  preamble  to  their  fta¬ 
tutes,  having  acknowledged,  that  the  very 
being  of  their  community,  refted  folely,  on 
the  private  grace  of  king  Henry  VIII,  and 
the  publick  decrees  of  parliament  j  after  the 
moft  mature  deliberation,  in  their  firft  aft, 
as  a  body  corporate,  prefci  ibe,  who  ftiould 
be  the  elefts,  prefident,  conftliarii,  cenfors, 
treafurer,  regifter,  and  beadle  j  their  different 
offices,  and  the  powers  annexed  to  them  j 
by  what  promifes,  or  covenants  they  Ihould 
be  feverally  bound;  and  laftly,  what  fhould 
be  the  duty  of  the  rest,  for  their  own  ho-r 
nour,  and  the  credit  of  the  college. 


As  neither  the  king,  nor  the  parliament, 
ever  thought  of  the  name,  licentiate  ; 
fo,  neither  does  the  college,  in  this  their  pre¬ 
amble,  make  the  ieaft  mention  of  any  fuch 
name ;  a  ftrong  prefiimptive  proof,  that  when 
the  original  ftatutes  were  made,  there  was  no 
filch  ORDER  of  men,  diftinct  from  thofc  now 

fj  2  called 
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called  *  fellows:  This  d  ftinguilhing  name 
therefore,  mull  have  been  introduced  in  after¬ 
times,  or,  at  leaft,  has  been,  lince  it  has 
.been  adopted  by  the  college,  made  ufe  of, 
to  exclude  thofe,  from  the  fellowfliip,  whom 
neither  the  king,  nor  die  parliament,  nor 
the  college,  ever  thought  of  excluding :  for 
the  ftatute,  or  by-law  de  permissis,  is  a 
•flat  contradidlion  to  this  lafi:  claufe  of  the 
preamble  :  If  there  be  any  fenfe  or  meaning 


®  The  college  of  phyficiaTiif,  in  the  year  1575,  conliiled  of  the 

following  Members. 


Pr.  Sinnings,  prefident. 
Cawdweil. 

Good . 

Atflow. 

Smith,  0.1 
Gy  {Ford. 

Fryer. 

Woo  ton. 

T ravers,  of  Chsfer, 


Dr.  Huickc. 

Mafters. 

Fo filer.  Candidate 
Walker. 

Smith.  Cantah, 

Baronfdaie. 

Spiringe,  a  f  ranger  yCandii* 


Strangers  of  the  College. 

Dr.  Julio.  ,  1  Mr.  Hector, 

Dr.Ma  R  T  InCo  R  I  M  B  ANCK.  I  Dr.  LoPES. 


« 


El  colors. 


Dr.  Hoicke. 
Mailers. 
Sinnifig^. 
Good. 


Dr.  Cawdweil. 
Adlow, 
Walker. 
Smith,  Oxon, 


It  is  evident,  from  this  catalogue,  that  1 77  years  ago,  there 
was  no  fuch  name,  as  licentiate,  adopted  by  the  col¬ 
lege  ;  And  .it  is  as  evident,  that  in  the  reign  of  king  Charles 
the  hrR,  there  was  a  licence  granted,  bot  with  limitation, 

to  one  Sh  EPH  EA  R  D. 

And  fince  the  college,  by  its  inflitution,  was  to  be  a  body 
of  learned  men,  they  would  hardly  enter  the  name  Shep  - 
heard,  in  their  catalogue  of  die  college  of  pbyficians, London; 
it  is  therefore  highly  probable,  that  the  word  licentiate, 

rlifi-Vrpnf  ines  frnm  whaf  it  is 


I 
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in  the  words,  the  duty  of  the  rest,  for  their 
own  honour y  and  the  credit  of  the  college  \ 
they  muft  mean,  the  ref  of  the  fellows  ; 
becaufe  there  were,  then,  no  other  members 
"of  the  body  corporate,  except  fellows. 

But  if,  in  the  REST,  be  included  LICENTI-, 
ATES,  the  claufe  would  run  thus,  when  ex¬ 
plained  by  the  words  of  the  llatute  j  what 
fliould  be  the  duty  of  the  rest,  fellows,  or 
LICENTIATES,  fortheirowii  honour,  and  the 
credit  of  the  collegej  though  “  we  judge  thefe 
“  LICENTIATES,  wholly  Unfit  to  be  reckoned 
“  in  the'numberof  fellows,  or  candi- 
“  DATES,  becaufe  they  areeither,  not  Britonsy 
“  or  not  graduate  doctors y  or  are  not  fuffici- 
“  ently  learnedy  or  oldy  or  grave  eitoughy  or 
“  for  any  other  like  reafons." 

But  ,;as  if,  the  college  had  forefeen,  that  fu¬ 
ture  Ifatutes  might  ftand  in  need  of  a  repeal, 
for  the  honour  and  credit  of  the  prefident  and 
the  community ;  they  add,  “  If  any  ftatutes 

arc  to  be  made,  or  abrogated,  after  what 
“  manner  they  fhould  be  made,  or  abro- 
“  gated.” 

What  fliall  be  the  form  of  examina¬ 
tions,  and  ADMISSIONS,  is  the  next  thing 
mentioned.  But  there  is  no  form  of  exa¬ 
mination  of  LICENTIATES,  diftind  from  that 
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of  CANDIDATES,  mentioned  in  thcflatutes ; 
•.therefore  there  could  be  no  licentiate, 
when  the  original  ftatutes  were  made  j  and 
the  college,  to  this  day,  ufe  the  fame  form^ 
in  the  examination  of  both. 


.  There  is  likewife  no  form  of  permission- 
prefcribed  ;  whereas,  if  at  the  time  the  Ifa- 
tutes  were  made,  there  had  been  fuch  an  or¬ 
der  as  LICENTIATES ;  we  fhould  have  expect¬ 
ed  the  word,  permitto,  inftead  of,  admit- 
To,  as  we  find  it  in  the  new  form  of  the  ad¬ 
mission  of' this  new  order  j  (if  we  may  ufe, 
the  word  admission)  though  the'flatute  fays, 
tempore  admissionis,  (or  the  word  or¬ 
der,')  for  that  feems  to  be  appropriated  to  can¬ 
didates,  (in  ordinem  candidatorum,)  and  it 
would  have  been  abfurd,  to  have  admitted 
us,  into  the  order,  (becaufe  there  was  no 
■fuch  order,)  but  into  the  number,  of  licen¬ 
tiates,  they  might  admit  us. 


In  the  chapter,  De  ekBoribus  creandis,  it 
is  provided.  That  the  eleCls  fhall  be  digni¬ 
fied  with  the  degree  of  doCtor,  ,by  nation 
Englifiimen ;  The  nation  is  fpecified,  but 
not  the  univerfity;  for  neither  Oxford  nor 
Cambridge  are  any  more  mentioned  here, 
than  in  the  letters  patents,  or  adls  of  par¬ 
liament,  except  as  follows,  which  is  worthy 
of  particular  notice':  When  the  -legiflature 
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were  providing  for  the  honour,  and  the 
credit,  of  the  college,  they  enadted,  “  That 
“  no  perfon  fhould  be  fuftered  to  pra<9:ife 
“  through  England,  until  fuch  time  as  he 
“  be  examined  at  London,  by  the  prefident, 
“  &c.  and  have  from  them  letters  teflimo- 
“  nials  of  their  approving  and  examining ; 
“  except  he  be  a  graduate  of  Oxford,  or 
"  Cambridge,  which  hath  accomplifhed  all 
“  things  for  his  form,  without  any  *  grace.” 
A  graduate,  therefore,  of  Oxford  or  of  Cam¬ 
bridge  has,  by  this  flatute,  no  other  privi¬ 
lege,  than  a  graduate  of  any  other  univerfity; 
except,  that  he  alone,  has  the  liberty  of 
pradliling  through  England,  without  com¬ 
ing  up  to  London  to  be  examined,  and  ap¬ 
proved  by  the  preiident,  &c. 

Sponfio  five  fides  a  pr^Jide  data. 

“  Dabitfidem  fepro  viribusconaturum,  ut- 
‘‘  honor  collegii  confervetur,  flatuta  ejuldem 
*'  line  fraude  obferventur,  omniaque  adturum 
“  in  falutem  reipublicse,  et  honeflam  colle- 

*  Vid.  charter  of  .king  Charles  II.  Goodall  p.  9S 
Vid.  alfo  Dr.  Bonham's  cafe.  'ibid.  p.  184.  Who  was  a 
graduate,  a  dodlor  in  the  univeditv  of  Cambridge  and  had 
accoiHplifhed  ali  things  concerning  his  degree^  for  his  form, 
without  any  grace  ;  by  force  whereof,  he  had  exerciied  and 
pradtifed  phyhek  whthin  the  city  of  London,  untill  the  college 
had  imprifoned  him. 

“  gii 
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“  gii  utiUtatem.”  And  by  a  claufe,  in  the  pre¬ 
amble  to  the  ftatutes,  they  are  faid  to  con¬ 
tain,  “  Q^,  univerlim,  ad  omnes  collegii 
“  perfonas,  etnegotia,  ex  $quo  fpedlant.” 

The  licentiates  therefore  think,  they  may 
juftly  claim  their  rights  and  privileges,  not 
only  from  adts  of  parliament,  but  from  the 
ftat'utcs  of  the  college ;  which,  if  obferved 
without  fraud,  and  interpreted,  according  to 
their  true  fenfe,  would  reftore  them  to  their 
parliamentary^  and  collegiate^  rights. 

De  conjiliariis. 

“Si  qua  lis  aut  controverfia  de  re  ambi- 
“  gua,  aut  genuina  interpretatione  alicujus 
“  ftatuti,  aut  hujufmodi  aliquod  diflidium, 
“  inter  collegas  oriatur,  totum  illud  negotium 
**  volunaus  quiete  placidcque  componi  per 
“  prtefidem,  confiliarios,  cenforcs,”  &c. 

The  wifdom  of  the  college,  in  framing  their 
ftatutes,  for  the  good  government  of  their 
community,  and  the  perpetuity  of  that  go¬ 
vernment,  fhines  no  where  brighter,  than  in 
,this:  “  Atque  hanc  regulam  obfervari  vo- 
“  lumus,  in  omnibus  collegarum  rixatio- 
“  nibus  decenter  compefeendis.  Hac  nem- 
“  pe  ratione  faturum  fperamus  (quod  max- 

“  ime 


[  49  ] 

“  ime  optandum  eft)  ut  rlxofa  jurgia.  ac 
“  contentiones,  evitentur^’  &  fraternus  amor, 
“  cum  fuavi  animorum  et  voluntatum  con- 
“  fenfu  quotidie  coalefcat,  ac  in  perpetuum 
“  confirmetur. 

By  this  ftatute,  if  the  college  will  ob- 
ferve  this  rule,  the  difputes  between  them 
and  the  licentiates  may  be  determined,  by 
the  prcfident,  gee.  in  an  amicable  manner  j 
if  they,  laying  afide  all  affedlion,  to  perfons, 
and  things,  would  interpret  the  ftatutes,  bv, 
not  only  the  adts  of  parliament,  but,  by  the 
ftatutes }  and  not,  as  they  have  of  late  years 
interpreted  them,  by  additional  ftatutes,  or 
claufes  of  ftatutes,  w'hich  ordain  things  dia¬ 
metrically  opp'ofite  to  the  original  laws  of 
the  'College,  and  contradidl  the  laws  of 
the  land. 

The  laws  of  interpretation,  are  invariably 
the  fame  in  all  cafes,  where  the  writer  is 
confiftent  with  himfelf  i  for,  if  there  be  any 
doubt,  concerning  the  true  meaning  of  any 
word,  or  phrafe,  in  one  part  of  the  work ; 
if  the  writer  be  not  very  obfeure,  it  is  ealily, 
and  can  only  be,  explained ;  by  the  manifeft 
ufe  of  the  lame  word,  or  the  fame  phrale, 
in  fome,  or,  perhaps,  in  many  other  places 

H  ^  of 
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of  the  {atiie  work  * ;  forinftance,  CntLEGA, 
in  the  true,  and  genuine  ufe  of  it,  fignifies, 
a  Pel  ow,  a  legando,  quod  in  legatione  et 
magiftratu, colli: GiE  funt  Soci  i,  a  copartner 
in  office,  embally ,  or  bulinefs,  One  of  the 
SAME  COLLEGE.  Ainfworth. 

■  But  we  muft  be  determined,  in  the  fenfe 
and  ufe  of  the  word,  by  the  ftatutes  of  the 
college. 

**  Audforitate  praefidis  monendi  funt  omnes 
*'  COL  LEO.®  per  bedellum,  ut  interfint  corrii- 
“  tiis  futuris,  die  bora,  et  loco  prsfcriptis. 

**  Cap.  de  C binitiorum  ratione,”  &c. 

■  “  Comitia  vocamus  conventus :  live,  ut 
‘‘  rex  i  ienricus,  in  fuo  diplomate,  nominat, 

“  CT  GKEGftTION  S  Cf.LLEG  A  rUM  ;  et  Ca 

“  comitia  folcnnia,  fve  majora  legitima  judi- 
“  camas,quibusut interfint  omnescoLLEGiE, 
“  inurbepei  bedcliumadmonentur.”  Ibidem. 

♦  The  befl  expofitor  of  all  letters  patents,  and  ads  of 
parliament,  are  the  letters  patents,  and  the  ads  themfelves ; 
by  conllrudion,  and  conferring  all  the  parts  together ; 
Optima  ftatuti  interpretatrix  efl  (omnibus  particulis  ejufdem 
infpedis)  ipfam  llatutum.  And,  injuftum  eft,  nifi  tota 
lege  infpeda,  de  una  aliqua  ejus  particula  pdicare  vel 
ret  pond  ere.  Vid.  Dr.  Bonham’s  Cafe,  as  reported  by  my 
lord  Coke. 

“  Modus 
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Modus  autetn  admonltionis  talis  efto, 
dominus  prjefes  orat  excellentiam  vcftram 
“  (dodor  eximie)  ut  comitiis  intcrfis,”  &;c. 
Ibidem. 

Statuimus,  ut  college  omnes,  qui  In 
“  urbe,  aut  fuburbiis  fuerint,  fingulis  C(;mi- 
“  tiis  majoribus,  five  ordinariis,  five  extra- 
“  ordinariis,  interfint.”  Cap.  eodem. 

By  thefe  feveral  quotations,  it  is  evident, 
that  king  Henry,  and  the  college,  ufe  the 
terms,  collega,  and  socios,  as  iynony- 
mous:  the  licentiates  are  fummoned  by 
the  authority  of  the  prefident,  to  the  comitia 
or  meetings  of  the  colleagues  or  fel¬ 
lows;  they  help  to  conftitute  the  comitia 
majora  legitima,  when,  upon  their  fummons, 
they  are  prefent  with  the  reft  of  the  col¬ 
leagues  or  fellows,  in  the  city,  and 
fuburbs ;  1  and,  whether  the  comitia  majora 
be  ordinary,  or  extraordinary,  they  are,  in 
the  fame  honourable  terms  invited,  as  every 
FELLOW  is,  and  appointed  by  the  ftatute  to 
attend  them,  unlcfs  fomc  material  bufinefs 
prevent  them. 
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/**  *  ’*  . 

De  Grnatu  et  Vejlitu  Medicorum. 

*• 

**  Ftatuimus, - 'Ut  sogi  i  omnes  veftitu 

decoro  amicianfur,  quotles  ad  collegium 

“  accedunt, - ^^Quare  ftatuimus'et  ordina- 

“  mus,  ut  praDfes,  proprzefes,  eiedtores, 

“  cenfores,  Re  l.  i  qjj  i  qjj  e  o  m  n  e  s  s  o  c  i  i  , 
“  (agreeably  to  what  is  quoted  irom  the  pre- 
amble,  quid  rfl  quos  deceat)  in  co  nitiis 

majorihus  coLLEGARUM- - Toga,  reli- 

*•  quoque  veftitu  decenti  induantur,  fub 
“  poena,”  &c.  •  - 

In  confequence  of  this  ftatute,  the  l  tcen- 
T I  AXES  were  fummoned,  until  the  twenty 
ftcond  of  December  laft,  to  the  comitia, 
by  the  prefident,  to  appear  cum  piLto  et 

TOGA. 

1 

If  the  LICENTIATES  be  not  colleg.i:,  or 
socif,  why  does  the  college  diredl,  that 
their  drefs  fliall  be  the  fame  as  the  drefs  of 
COLLEGE  or  socii  ?  if  they  be  not,  what 
are  they  ?  In  what  rank  or  order  muft  they 
be  ranged,  by  this  ftatute,  and  by  the  words 
of  their  fummons,  cum  Pilfo  et  Toga  ? 
If  they  be  not  included  in  the  Reliqui, 
oMNESsoci  I,  they  cannot  be  of  the  college. 

Tliere 
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■  i  •  \  ■  -T;  ,  * 

..i 

There  Is  but  one  place,  in  the  whole  book 
fta  utes,  where  there  can  be  any  (hadow 
of  fufpicioni.  that  socius,  and  collega,  are 
not  fynonymous ;  Nullus  socius,  aut  alius 
“  COLLEGA,  ’alibi  quam  in ’.collegiq*  &c. 

“  Corporis  humani  adminiftrationern  -fufci- 

piat,”  &c.  Cap.  iS* 

- , .  .  .  ■  .  *  ■  '  . 

-  .  ^  ‘  -  i  i  ■  -  ^  ' 

But  the  very  next  article,  determines  the 
fenfe  to  bethe  fame  j  “  Volumus  tamen,"  ut 
integrum  fit  cuilibet  colleg.®  (ele3ori 
fcilicet;'.  cenfori,  vel.alio  colleg.®,  .j/^w 
“  socio)  publice  anatomiam  exercsere  *  in. 
“  aula  chirurgorum,  &c.” 

By  the  fame  rule,  we  may  judge,  in  what 
fenfe,  the  word  admitto,  with  its  deriva¬ 
tives,  is  ufed,  by  the  college,  in  the  ori¬ 
ginal  ftatutes. 

The  licentiates  are  not  at  all  furprized, 
to  find,  in  the  ftatute  de  PERMiSSiS,  that  the 
word,  Admitto,  Ihould  be  fo  notorioufly 
contradidory  to  the  ftatute,  in  ipfijjimis 
verbis.,  if,  permitto,  fignifies  any  thing 
lefs  than,  'ADMITTO :  in  the  firft  ten  articles 
of  this  new  ftatute,  we.hear  of  nothing  but 
permit tantur,  permittuntur,  permitto,  fee. 
but,  from  the  eleventh  article,  the  ftatute 
fpeaks  a  quite  different  language,  the  lan- 
7  eua'ge 
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guage  of  the  ad  of  parliament,  and  of  the 
other  ftatutes  of  the  college.  ■ 

*  •  u  ^ 

“  Cum  autem  null©  raodo  (nifi  examinatl- 
“  one  priushabita)  nobis  conftarepoffit,  quam 
*  ‘  fit  quilibet  idoneus  ut,  fecundum  regni  leges 
“  adtmedicinaepraxin  admittatur,  p-  i  17. 

“  Statuimus,  &c.  Ut  li  quis  medicinam 
“  L'ondini.autinfralimitesprjedidasexercens, 

“  prtehdis  juffu  ad  examen  vocatus, - -  re- 

“  fpondere - recufaverit,  pro  ignaro  et  re- 

“  fradario  Itabeatur ;  atque  ob  praxin  ita  infli- 
“  tutam  \(^uia  fcilicet  fecundum  regni  leges 
“  ad  medecince  praxin  non  admissus  J^uis  a 
“  praefide  et  cenforibus,  fecundum  regni 
“  llatuta  puniatur.”  Ibid. 

“  Si  quis  a  prsfide  et  cenforibus  examinatus, 
“  eorum  judicio  non  fatis  peritus  aut  idoneus 
“  cenfebitur,quiad  medicinae  praxin  admit- 
V  TATUR,  Is  ftatimab  iifdem  praxi  interdi- 
“  catur.”  Ibid. 

« 

“  Quod  fi  port  prohibitionem,— Medicinae 
“  facultatem  exercuerit,  vei  cuipiam  medica- 
mentum  aliquod— exhibuerit,  prout  regni 
flatutis  cautum  eft,  puniatur.  Ibidem, 

But,  as  ADMiTTo,  andPE‘'MiTTo,  are  ufed 
in  the  letters  patents,  and  in  the  ad  of  parlia¬ 
ment 
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mentasfynonymous,theLicENTiATEsareapt. 
to  think,  that  in  theftatutesof  the  college,  they 
are  ufed  indifferently,  the  one  for  the  other. 

In  the  letters  patents,  “  Quod  nemo  in 
“  didta  civitate,  leu  per  feptem  miliaria,  See. 

“  exerceat  diftam  facukatem,  nili  ad  hoc, 

“  per  diftum  prsefidentem  et  communi- 

"  tatem - admissus  fit,  per  ejafdem  prsefi- 

“  dentis  et  collegii  literas  figillo  fuo  com- 
“  muni  figillatas,  fub  pesna  centum  foli- 
“  dorum,  pro  quolibet  menfe  quo,  non 
“  ADMissus,  eandem  facukatem  exercuit.” 

In  the  adl  of  parliament,  which  recites, 
and  confirms,  the  faid  letters  patents,  the 
fame  is  exprelTed  by  the  word  suffered,  or 
PERMITTED;  “  That  no  perfon  of  the 
“  faid  politic  body  and  commonalty  afore- 
faid,  be  suffered  to  exercife  and  pradife 
“  phyfick,  &c,  and,  in  the  laft  claufe  of 
“  the  ad  by  the  word  Admit;  fuch  as 
“  (hall  be  admitted  to  exercife  phyfick.” 
Then  again,  “  That  no  perfon,  fromhcnce- 
“  forth,  be  suFFEn  ed  to  exercife  or  pradife 
“  in  phyfick.”  St.  14,  15.  H.  8. 

In  the  fiatutes  of  the  college,  p.  117, 
already  quoted,  “  Cum  autem  nulio  modo 
“  (nifi  examinatione  prius  habita)  nobis  con-. 
“  Hare  pofiit,  quam  fit  quilibet  idoneus,  ut 
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*•'  fecondvira  regni  leges  ad  medicine  praxiti 
** ’asm  ITT  AT  u  R though  this  claufe  be 
in  tiic  ftatute  de  Permissis,  it  is  evident, 
that  the  word,  admissus,  is  ufed  here  in  the 
fame  fenfe,  as  it  is  ufed  in  the  letters  patents ; 
and  that  it  can  fignify  no  other,  than  per¬ 
mittee,  PERMiSSOS,  or  ADMITTED,  AD- 

M  issEPs,  in  the  ad:  of  parliament.  But,  whether 
aperfon  be  admitted,  or  permitted,  to 
pradife  phyfick,  he  muft  be  of  the  faid  body 
politick,  and  commonalty  of  phyfick,  before 
he  can  beeither,ADMiT  TEDor  permitted. 

In  the  Uterh  Tcflimmialihus  Pra£iican~ 
imm  per  univerfum  Anglltz  Regnim^  cap, 
13°.  “  Dignum  jtidicamus  qui  admit— 

“  TATUR  ad  praxin  medicinal  juxta  formani 
ftatutorum  ad  hoc  editorum.’* 

The  lenfe  of  admitto,  in  this  place,  is 
determined  by  the  ad  of  parliament,  quoted 
in  the  datute. 

Statuimus  et  ordinamus,  ut  nemo  ad 
praxin  medicirae  admittatur,  intra 
urbem,  fuburbia,  &c.  Nifi  prius  ter 
examinatus  fuerit,  a  praefide  et  cenforibus, 
et  ab  iifdem  approbates,  et  ad  medicinse 
praxin  permissus  fuerit.”  per^ 

p.  I  i  3. 
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In  this  claufe,  both  the  v/ords  are  made 
Ufe  of,  as  in  the  acl  of  parliament. 

In  the  laft  daufe  of  this  ftatute,  de 
Permissis,  we  find  the  word,  admit- 
MANT,  ufed  in  a  fenfe,  confohant  to  the  royal 
and  parliamentary  ufe  of  it,  and  agreeable  to 
the  original  ftatutes  of  the  college  ;  but 
joined  to  fome  remarkable  words,  very  con- 
tradibtory  to  the  firll;  ten  articles  of  the  faid 
flatute,  and  to  every  claufe,  in  every  ftatute, 
which  relates  to  licentiates,  as  diftin- 
guhhed  from  FELLOWS, 

“  .^quum  autem  cenfemus,  utCENsoREs 
“  etsocii,  examinatos  omnes,  quotquot  tarn 
‘‘  dodlrina,  quam  moribus  idoneos  repererint, 
"  ad  medicinae  praxin  admittant,  ne 
"  collegium  noftrum  monopolii  accu- 
‘‘  fetur.” 

Admitto,  is  once  joined  to  examen, 
in  the  chapt.  de  Candidatis,  but  that  is  only 
preparatory  to  the  admissio  ad  praxin  j 

antequam  admittatur  ad  examen.” 

In  every  other  place  in  the  ftatutes,  as  the 
licentiates  can  recolledt,  the  word  is 
ufed  in  the  ftfme  fenfe  as  in  the  letters  patents, 
and  in  the  ait  of  parliament. 
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By  the  fame  rule,  we  may  fix  the  true 
fenfe  of,  admitto,  when  it  is  joined  to 
Collegium,  coLLro! i  soci etatem,  &c. 
And  if,  in  fuch  a  conftrudlion,  the  meaning 
be  the  fame,  as  the  licentiates  contend  for, 
can  it  pofiibly  bear  any  other  fenfe,  than  what 
is  affixed  to  it,  by  the  letters  patents,  and  a£l: 
of  parliament  ?  would  it  not  be  a  contra- 
didlion  in  terms  to  fay,  that  a  perfon  who  is 
admitted,  to  the  full  pradtice  of  phyfick,  is 
not  admitted,  into  that  tody  corporate,  com¬ 
munity,  or  college,  who  alone  have,  from 
the  higheft  authority,  the  foie  direftion  of  all 
perfons,  and  things,  which  relate  to  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  phyfick  ? 

By  the  letters  patents,  and  ad:  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  no  perfon  can  be  admitted  to  prac¬ 
tice,  until  he  be  examined  and  approved.  In 
the  chapter  de  Tdemporibin  Cornitlorum,  in  his 
(Comitiis)  admittendi  in  Collegium  ex- 
aminantur. 

And,  in  the  LIteris  admissionis,  thofe 
who  are  admitted  into  the  college,  mull 
firfl  be  examined ;  and,  uniefs  they  be  approved, 
they  cannot  be  admitted  into  it:  Exami- 
naffe,  approbafie,  et  in  collegium  noftrum 
cboptaffe,  (another  word  for  admississe, 
of  the  fame  precife  fignification.)  &c. 


Neminem 
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Neminein  qui  admiffus  eft  in  collegium, 
vel  ignorantice,  &c.  accufabis.  Fides  a  cand. 
pojlulata. 

The  cenfors  fwear,  fe  neminem  in  colle¬ 
gium  admittendum  decreturos  nifi  quern 
judicaverint  Uteris  et  moribus  idoneum. 

V olumus  prreterea  et  ordinamus  ut  ftnguli 
CANDiDATi  ETPERMissi,  antcquam  AD- 
Mittantur.  Cap.  de  Candidatis. 

tr 

And,  laftly,  admit  to  te  in  focietatem 
noftri  Collegii.  Formula  Admijjionh. 

In  all  thefe  places,  the  word  admitto 
could  not  poflibly  have  any  other  meaning 
affixed  to  it,  but  that  every  one  to  whom  it 
is  thus  applied,  by  the  original  ftatutes  of 
the  college,  and  according  to  the  laws  of 
the  land,  has  been  admitted  into  the  college, 
has  been  admitted  into  the  fociety  of  the 
college;  and  if  he  has  been  admitted  in  col¬ 
legii  focietatem,  he  maft  be,  foetus. 

But  admitto,  in  the  modern  ftatute,  and 
in  the  modern  claufes  of 'ftatutes,  muft  have 
a  modern  fignification :  And  though  it 
ffiould  be  contraefted  to  never  fo  limited  a 
fenfe,  in  the  word  permitto,  which,  by  a 

I  2  diftin-. 
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diftindion  without  a  difference,  is  made  ufe 
of,  ia  the  ftatute  de  permiffis^  to  exclude 
THOSE,  from  the  relation  they  ftandin  to  the 
college,  as  one  body  corporate,  who  have 
by  the  laws  of  the  land,  and  thofe  of  the 
college,  an  equal  right  to  that  relation,  with 
the  KEST  of  the  members  of  that  one  body  : 
yet  even  in  this  very  feature,  they  muft  ufe 
the  word,  “  prsfes  tempore  (non  permis- 
“  siONis  fed)  ADMissioNiis  his  verbis  utetur, 
‘‘  ego — prades  coliegii  medicorum  Londi- 
“  nenfium,  authoritate  per  leges  mihi  con- 
“  cefla,  PERMiTTo  te  &c.  Qui  in  p,er- 
MissoRUM  numerum  admittentur,  im¬ 
mediately  iollows  the  words,  in  coliegii  fo- 
cietatem  admissis,  in  a  modern  claufe  of 
the  ftatute  de  thesaur  ario  :  And  in  that 
DE  candidatis,  in  permissorum  nume¬ 
rum  ADMiTTETUR,  which  is  the  fame 
manner  of  expreffton,  as  in  fociorum  nu¬ 
merum  ADMITTUNTU  R  ;  ‘  p,  74.  Singull 
candidati  et  permissi  antequam  admit- 
tantur.  p.  8i. 

* 

Thefe,  and  fome  other  tlie  like  expref- 
flOnS,  ipfo  PERMISSIONIS  vel  admissionis 
tempore,  p.  74.  Candidatus  tempore  admis-. 
SIONIS,  are  made  ufe  of,  to  form  a  diftinc- 
tion,  between  the  members  of  one  and  the 
fame  body,  which  has  no  foundation,  either  in 
the  letters  patents,  adt  of  parliament,  or  in  the 
orieinai  ftatutes  of  the  coilep-e :  and  in  con- 
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fequence  of  that  illegal  diSlin^ion,  in  the 
moft  unjuft:  and  illegal  manner,  to  deprive 
thoje,  whom  they  call,  permi[fi,  of  every 
right,  privilege,  and  liberty  of  the  college  ; 
and  this  diftindion  is  kept  up  to  this  day, 
if  it  was  firft  made,  by  that  excluding  Jiatute, 
or  by-law,  de pcrmijjis  free  licentiatis  ad pr a xin-, 
though  perhaps,  at  firft,  it  might  have  been 
framed  for  other  purpofes. 

If  this  ftatute  was  made,  or  continues  in 
force,  to  exclude , the  licentiates,  they 
imagine,  that  the  bare  recital  of  the  firft  arti¬ 
cles  of  it,  may  convince  every  unprejudiced 
fellow,  that  this  ft-atute  is  the  opprebrium  me- 
dicorum-,  and  that. the  opprobrium  will  con¬ 
tinue  fix’d  on  the  college,  ’till  k  be  abro¬ 
gated:  “  Quoniam  complures,  in  hac  civi- 
“  tate  medicinam  faciunt,  quos  inidoneos 
“  omnino  cenfemus,  ut  in  numerum  focio- 
“  rum  aut  candidatorum  adoptentur,  vel 
“  quod  natione  non  fint  Britanni,  vel  doc- 
“  toratus  gradum  non  adept!  fuerint,  vel 
“  non  fatis  dodi,  aut  lEtate,  et  gravitate 
“  proved!  fint,  vel  alias  confimiles  ob  cau- 
fas  (though  what  thefe  other  like  reafons 
can  pofiibly  be,  it  is  hard  to  comprehend)  d 
tamen,  yet  notwi'thji andmg  all  theje  di [qualifi¬ 
cations^  though  they  be  foreigners,  or  no  doc¬ 
tor,  or  not  learned ,  or  old,  or  s^ra^e  enough 

for  FELLOWS,  or  even  for  candidates  j 

^ 
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relpubiicag  infervire,  et  faluti  hominum 
“  prodeffe  poffint,  faltem  in  nonullis  cura- 
“  tionibuS}”  de  his  [non  Britannia  jcilicet^ 
vel  doSloratus  gradu7n  non  adept ii,  vel  no?i 
fatis  doBis,  aut  cetate  et  gravitate  proveBisP\ 
“  de  his  ordinamus  et  ftatuimus,  ut  poft 
“  examinationes  debitas  \h6rum  non  fatis 
doBorurn,  ©'f,]  “  et  approbationem  prsefidis 
“  etcenforum,  permittantur  ad  praxin, 
quamdiu  bene  fe  gefferint.” 

They  mufl  be  only  permitted,  not  ad-^ 
knitted,  as  the  candidates  are;  though  in 
the  very  next  article,  they  are  bound  by 
the  fame  faith,  the  candidates  are  bound  by; 
volumus  ut  omnes  qui  folummodo  permit- 
iuntur  ad  praxin,  eadem  fide  qua  candidati 
obftringantur ;  which  faith  obliges  thofe,  who 
by  this  by-law  are  excluded  the  college,  to 
ufe  all  their  power  to  preferve  the  honour 
of  the  college,  in  which  they  have  no  pow¬ 
er,  no  authority,  no  concern,  except  to  pay 
fuch  fums  of  money,  as  the  college  fhall  [conr, 
trary  to  law]  exadl  from  them  ;  if  that  be 
for  the  honour  of  the  college. 

The  fame,  faith  engages  them  likewif© 
“  in  omnibus'  quae  ad  honorem  et  utilitatern 
colleg  i  fpeflant  confilio,  ope,  et  auxilio, 
juvare ;  when,  at  the  fame  time,  they  are 
by  this  licenfng  b^~law  foibid,  to  give  their 

advice, 
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advice;  and  debarred  from  aiding,  and  affift- 
ing  the  college,  in  any  thing,  except  in 
matters  of  money  ;  in  thofe,  and  in  thofe 
only,  the  licentiates  have  the  honour, 
of  being  treated  as  fellows. 

* 

■  “  Solvant  etiam  fi  occafio  fuerit  et  ne- 

ceffitas  coHegii  poftulet  ut  focii,  modo  ad 
“  id  requirantur.” 

But  what  is  mod;  extraordinary  is,  every 
LICENTIATE  is  bound  by  this  law,  to  keep 
the  secrets  of  the  college  ;  fecreta  collegii 
nemini  extra  collegium  divulgabis:  what  fe- 
crets  can  they  poffibly  divulge,  who  never, 
as  licentiates^  can  be  entrufted  with  any  ? 

In  the  fumm.ons  fent  to  every  licentiate, 
by  the  authority  of  the  prefident,  they  are 
complimented  with,  authoritate  veftra  Be-' 
dellus ;  and  yet  this  very  beadle,  fhall  re¬ 
ceive  four  Ibdiiings  per  annum,  from  every 
licentiate^  for  a  reward ;  here  is  a  tax  le¬ 
vied  on  perfons,  who  are  not  fo  much  as 
named  in  the  letters  patents,  a6l  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  or  in  any  of  the  ftatutes  of  the  col¬ 
lege,  which  arc  confident  with  thofe  let¬ 
ters,  or  the  adfc,  or  the  original  conftitution 
of  the  college. 


De 


'  Jbe  candidatis, 

Qu_od  fi  do(ftoratus  graduni  in  extera  all- 
qua  academia  adeptus  fueritj  volumusj  ut 
antequam  admittatur  ad  examen,  diploma, 
live  iiteras  teftimoniales  veras  et  authentlcas 
illius  academias,  proferat,  et  oflendat  colie- 
glo  j  et  praeterea,  ab  alterutra  nodraru'm  aca- 
demiarum  incorporationis  fus  teftimonium 

habeat,  et  adducat, 

1 

Th  is  lad;  ciaufe  feems  to  have  been  added 
to  the  original  idatute,  upon  the  exclud-* 
ING  SCHEME  ;  for  the  ftatue  is  uniform, 
and  confident  with  itfelf,  without  this  ad.* 
dition  ;  if  it  had  been  the  defign  of  fhe  col¬ 
lege,  when  this  ftatute  was  framed,  to  ex¬ 
clude  foreign  graduates  \  They  would  cer¬ 
tainly  have  expreffed  themfelves,  not,  volu- 
mus,  ut  nemo  admittatur  in  -illorum  ordi- 
nem,  qui  non  fit,  in  medicina  doBor  ;  but 
qui  non  fit,  in  porentifjima  academia  Can- 
tahrigienfi  vel  Oxonienji,  medicines  doBor : 
That  this  was  not  in  the  thoughts  of  the 
college,  when  the  original  ftatute  was  made, 
is  evident  to  a  demonftration,  from  this  fta- 
tutc  ;  which  foppofes,  that  fome  were  ad¬ 
mitted  with  foreign  degrees  and  provides, 
that  every  fuch  graduate  fhall  produce  his 
diploma,  and  fliew  it  to  the  college  j  this 

2  would 
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would  have  been  abfolutely  needlefs,  not 
to  fay  ridiculous,  if  before  a  foreign  gradu¬ 
ate  could  be  admitted  to  examination,  he 
mufi;  produce  a  teftimonial  of  his  incorpo¬ 
ration  from  either  of  our  univerlities, ' 

Bv  the  fame  flatute,  candidates  with  fo- 
reign  degrees,  fellov/s  with  foreign  degrees, 
and  licenliat.es  with  their  degrees  from  a 
foreign  univerfity,  are  upon  the  fame  foot¬ 
ing  with  every  dodtor  of  phyfick  in  our 
own  univerlities,  who  has  acquired  his  de¬ 
gree,  in  too  hafty  a  manner;  the  penalty  is 
only  paying  each  of  them  double  fees ; 
and  the  number  of  thefe  foreign  graduates 
was,  at  the  time  this  itatutc  was  made,  not 
inconfidcrable ;  quoniam  multi  hue  conflu- 
unt,  quotidie,  ad  exercendam  praxin,  e  quo¬ 
rum  numero  comphircs  i'unt,  qui  ante  debi- 
tum  tempiis,  ex  academijs  fuis  emigrantes, 
ad  tranfmarinas  eras  volitant,  ut  in  exteris 
regionibus  breviori  fpatio  &c.  This  claufe 
is  a  full  proof,  that  the  college  was  fo  far 
from  defigning  to  excluae,  every  foreign 
graduate,  that  they  are  hereby  providing  for 
the  admijjion  of  all. 

And  indeed  the  literee  admifjionis,  feem  to 
have  been  originally  deiigned  for  the  form 
of  ADMISSION  of  all,  without  any  exception, 

or  diftindtion ;  Sed  tempera  mutantur.  It 

K 
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was  neceffary  to  change  two  or  three  words, 
to  adapt  the  form,  to  a  new  order,  agreea¬ 
ble  to  the  Jlatute  of  exchifion,  which  had 
no  exiftence,  at  the  time  the  original  flatutes 
were  made. 

Sciant  omnes,  nos  prsefidem  collegij  me- 
dicorum  Londinenhum,  una  cum  confenfu 
fociorum  e’lufdem,  aurhoritate  nobis  a  do- 
mino  rege  et  parliamento  conceffa,  exami- 
naiTe,  approbaffe,  et  in  collegium  noftrum 
coaptaffe,  dodtum  et  probum  virum  &c.  ei- 
que  conceflifTe  liberam  facultatem  et  licen- 
tiam  exercendi  fcientiam  et  artem  medicinal, 
juxta  formam  ftatutorumadhoc  editorum,&c. 

Approbaffe,  is  a  word,  the  modern  fta- 
tute  has  denied  us,  in  our  teftimonials  j 
though  if  we  had  not  been  approved,  by 
the  prefident  and  cenfors,  we  certainly 
fhould  not  have  been  permitted  to  prac- 
tife  j  but  if  they  have  permitftd  m  Sio  pxzc- 
tife  phyhck  in  the  city  of  London,  and 
feven  miles  round  ;  they  have  (and  we 
have  it  under  their  hand  and  feal)  moft 
certainly  granted  us  Liberam  facultatem,  free 
liberty,  et  licentiam,  and  licence  of  pradtiling 
the  fcience  and  art  of  pbyfick. 

As  for  the  word  cooptaffe,  which  is 

th-^nght  too  good  for  us  j  if  it  mean  as 

C' 
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CiCERo  ufed  it  in  his  oration  pro  M.  C^liO) 
“  quem  et  abfentemin  ampliffimum  ordinem 
“  cooptaverunt whom,  even  when  he  was 
abfent,  they  admitted,  or  brought  in  to  be, 
one  of  the  very  honourable  order ;  or  as  the 
learnedAiNSWORTH  tranflates  the  Very  phrafe 
itfelf,  cooptare  in  codeginm,  to  admit,  or 
bring  in,  to  be  one  of  the  college  ;  the  col¬ 
lege  might  have  indulged  us^  in  the  word, 
as  well  as  thofe  who  have  it  inferted  in  their 
teftimonials,  if  they  had  not  by  the  patute 
of  exclufion  denied  us  the  ufe  and  advan¬ 
tage,  of  all  the  profits,  liberties  and  privi¬ 
leges,  which  by  the  aforefaid  authority  have 
been,  or  fhall  be,  granted  to  the  college.* 

K  2  The 


*  Tfeefe  remarks  could  not  have  been  made  on  the  literae 
admiffionis  in  the  year  1693  when  Dr.  Peter  Sylvester 
was  made  a  fellow,  and  a  licentiate  of  the  college,  at 
one  and  the  fame  time,  by  one  and  the  fame  diploma: 
Strange  as  this  alTertion  may  appear,  the  iiteras  admiffionis 
granted  to  him,  -will  prove  it  to  be  true. 

Sciant  omnes,  nos  Thom  am  Bur  well  M.  D.  ct  prxfi- 
dem  collegii  medicorum  Londinenfium,  una  cum  confenfu 
fociorum  ejuidem,  audtoritate  nobis  a  domino  rege  et  parlia- 
mento  conceffii,  examinaffe,  approbaffe,  et  in  collegium  nof- 
trum  cooptalTe,  doftum  et  probum  virnm,  Petrum  Sylves¬ 
ter,  in  florentiffima  academia  Aurafionenfi,  medicinse  dodfo- 
rem  j  in  ordinem^  permifiorum,  eii^ue  conccffilTe  liberam  fa- 
cultatem  et  licentiam  e?{ercendi  fcientiam  et  artem  medicam, 
juxta  formam  Ifatutorum  aa  hoc  editorum  ;  largitofque  prte- 
terca  ufum  et  fruCtum  omnium  commoditaium,  libertatum, 
ac  privilegiorum,  qu»  colJegio  noliro  audloritate  prsdifta 

et 
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The  laft  chapter,  however,  de  converfa- 
jione  morali,  does  us  fome  juftice,  and  takes 
care  of  our  reputation,  if  as  we  have  obferved 
coLLEG  A,  may  be  with  propriety  applied,  to 
every  member  of  the  college;  “  nullus  collega 
alterum  [coliegam]  ignorantiae,  vel  ma!$ 
“  praxis,  vel  alicujus  fceleris  aut  ignominioli 
“  criminis  nomine  accufabit,  vel  publice  con- 
“  tumeliisafficiet;”  NO  FELLOW,  by  this  ftatute, 
can  accufe  a  LICENTIATE, of  what  hedares  not 
accufe  a  candidate,  or  a  fellow  ;  another 
ftrong  prefumptive  proof,  that  the  ftatute 
de  perrnijjts,  was  not  in  being,  or  had  no 

et  jam  concefia  funt,  et  in  futurara  concedenda.  In  cujiis  rei 
fidem  &  teilimonium,  figillum  riolirum  commune  prselentibus 
apponi  fecimus  j  datum  Londini,  in  collegio  noltro,  26. 
Junij,  1693. 

T'ho.  Bur^'ell,  Prsefes. 

^Iho.  Gill,  Regiflrarius. 

In  this  aflonifliing  doublf  diploma,  the  colleg^e  indeed 
gave  Dr.  Silvester  the  fine  words,  which  they  have  de¬ 
nied  us,  in  our  rertimonials,  but  they  refer ved  the  thing  to 
themfelves;  and  fo  unaccountable  is  the  exercife  of  ufurped 
power,  and  fo  prevailing  was  the  humour  of  thofe,  who  had 
pofleffed  themlelves  of  that  power,  for  excluding  a  phyfician 
from  his  feiiowlhip,  who  neither  by  the  laws  of  the  land,, 
nor  the  .original  Itatutes  of  the  college,  could  be  excluded  ; 
that  by  the  Itacutes  they  made  the  dodor,  a  f  e  l low,  and  gave 
him  a  grant  of  all  the  profits,  liberties,  and  privileges  of  a 
FELLOW  ;  but  by  two  words,  judicioufly  placed, between  their 
making  him  a  fellow,  and  their  granting  him  the  ample 
privileges  of  a  fellow  ;  contrary  to  thefcatutes,  nay,  in  con» 
tradidion  to  the  very  form  of  a  d  miss  10  n,  they  made  ufe  of; 
they  rob  him  of  the  7iame,  and  thtTig,  together.  And  accord¬ 
ingly  we  find  him  in  the  iiil  of  licentiates^ 


force 
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force  to  exclude  any  Britifli  graduate  phy- 
lician,  when  this  was  made  :  For  no  fha- 
dow  of  a  reafon  can  be  given,  why  a  fellow, 
why  a  cenjor,  why  the  prefident  of  the  col-" 
lege  of  phyficians,  may  not  accufe  a  man  of 
ignorance  j  whom,  this  extraordinary  fta- 
tute  empowers  every  fellow  to  call,  minus 
dodlum ;  which,  if  it  mean  any  thing,  muil 
mean,  a  man  of  iefs  learning  than  a  fellow; 
which  muft  be  ignorance  indeed,  if  ever 
there  Ihould  be  in  the  college,  any  fellow 

who  never  had  any  learned  education.- 

* 

But  the  ftyle  of  the  ftatutes  is  now  alter¬ 
ed  ;  it  is,  for  the  greateft  part  changed  into, 
the  fyle  of  the  letters  patents,  and  adts  of 
parliament. 

Nuiius  medicus - priorem  mediciim  re- 

pelli  faciet, - vel  folus  illi  medebitur,  vel 

cum  priori  medico,  aut  alio  aliquo  rem  ad- 
miniftrabit. — Ut  priorem  fecum  retineat—— 
priorem  medicum  nullo  modo  vituperabit, 
nec  vultu,  geftu,  fufpiciofo  filentio,----fed 
eum  laudabit  potius  ;  neque  id  dolofe;  .ho- 
neftatis  et  probkatis  nomine,  fed  (quod  ad 
rem  maxime  attinet)  [non  minus  doSti  fed] 
periti  et  intelligentis  medici. 


In 
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In  the  confultandi  formida. 

Incipiat  junior  medicus,  concludat  fe- 
nior. 

Inter  ipfos  medicos — Si  medici — 

Si  duo  tantum  medici - 

Tertium  advocent - inter  medicos— 

Cum  ad  medicum  ^emlibet,  alij  medici 
confultandi  gratia  advocati  fuerint. 

There  is  in  the  flatutes  no  form  of  exa¬ 
mination  of  licentiates^  dilfind:  from  that,  of 
candidates. 

In  the  chapter,  de  candidatis,  if  any  one 
had  a  foreign  degree,  he  was  to  produce 
his  diploma,  before  he  could  be  examined. 

The  licentiates  have  been  examined,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  form  of  the  examination  of 
candidates ;  they  brought,  and  produced  to 
the  college,  their  feveral  diplomas,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  ftatute ;  and  they  were  bound  to 
the  college,  by  the  fame  faith  with  the  can¬ 
didates  }  they  have  done  all,  that  candidates 
are  by  the  flatutes  required  to  do,  notwith- 
ftanding,  they  muft  never  be  candidates:  For, 
what  the  letters  patents,  what  the  ads  of 
parliament,  what  all  the  original  flatutes  of 
the  college  could  not  do,  with  any  fhadow 

2  of 


I 


/ 


[  7^  ]  , 

of  juftice  or  equity  ;  one  late  flatute,  which 
will  fhine  in  the  annals  of  the  college,  if 
not  eclipfed  by  the  glory  of  that  truly  noble 
and  generous  Proteji^  which  attends  it,  has 
done }  namely,  the 

Statutim  alteriim  de  candidate. 

Cum  ftatutum  de  candidatis,  quo  tam 
hbi  ipli,  quam  ftatuto  de  fociis,  conftaret, 
plane  voluit,  ut  nemo  admitteretur  in  or- 
dinem  candidatorum,  qui  non  fuerit  in  me- 
dicina  dodlor,  vel  in  academia  Oxon.  vel 
Cantab,  licet  his  ipfijjimis  verbis  non  ita 
cautum  fuit ;  ne  qua  lis  in  futurum  de  hac 
re  oriatur,  ftatuimus  et  ordinamus;  ut  nemo 
admittatur  in  ordineni  candidatorum,  qui 
non  fit  in  medicina  dodor,  vel  in  acade¬ 
mia  Oxon.  vel  Cantabrigicnfi. 

The  gentleman  who  propofed  this  flatute, 
on  purpofe  to  (hut,  and  bar  the  doors  of  the 
college  for  ever,  againft  the  lken  ri  axes  ; 
and.  thofe  who  joined  with  him,  in  paffinp- 
it  into  a  lawj  have  by  this  very  adl  confeffed, 
that  the  doors  were  left  open  for  them,  by 
the  letters  patents,  by  the  ad  of  parliament, 
and  by  the  original  conft.tudon  of  the  col¬ 
lege  j  otherwife  what  need  was  there  of  a 
flatute,  to  explain  the  plainefl  ilarute,  m'hich 
C»u!d  not  be  mifunderftoodj  and  which  is 
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already  confiftent,  not  only  with  itfelf,  but 
with  that  of  the. fellows  ?  but  it  is  by  this 
wonderful  explanation,  explained  quite  a- 
v/ay  ;  and  is  indeed  entirely,  another  sta- 
-  TUTE  ;  for  it  afferts  the  diredl  contrary,  to 
what  the  old  ftatute,  in.  ipfijjimis  verbis,  does 
affert :  Sed  ipfe  dixit,  ftatutum  plane  voluit, 
ut  nemo  admitteretur  qui  non  fuerit  in  me- 
dicina  dodtor,  vei  in  academia  Oxonienfi, 
vei  Cantabrigienf  j  the  words  of  the  ftatute, 
the  plain  words  of  the  ftatute  ,,are,  and  only  • 
are,  qui  non  sit  in  medicina  doctor  5  and 
they  can,  by  no  logick,  of  any  univerfity  in 
Europe,  be  made  to  fignify  any  thing  elfe: 
Statutum  igitar  plane  voluit,  ut  nemo  ad¬ 
mitteretur  in  ordinem  candidatorum,  qui 
non  ft  in  medicina  doctor. 

But  the  author  of  this  ftatute,  faw  in  the 
Uteris  admiffionis,  the  v/ords,  Cantabrigienji 
vei  Oxonienfi,  put  in  a  parenthefis ;  and  yet 
in  ftraining  a  point,  to  make  the  ftatutum 
alterum  de  candidatis,  confifent  with  that 
de  jociis,  in  which  the  liters  admifionis 
hand,  he  feems  to  have  forgot,  that  what¬ 
ever  words  are  thus  enclofed,  are  not,  can¬ 
not  be,  of  the  effence  of  the  fentence,  or 
the  law,  where  thofe  words  are  found  ;  be- 
caufe  fach  fentence,  or  fuch  lav/,,  is  compleat 
good  fenfe,  without  them ;  and  we  are  apt 
to  think,  that  no  ftatute  was  ever  yet  made. 
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the  principal  words  of  which  ftatute^  wefeevef 
thus  enclofed  in  a  parenthefis.  The  author 
might  as  well  have  inhhed,  from  the  wordj 
Cantuarienfeiii,  which  irhrhediately  precedes 
the  words,  in  florentiffima  acidemia  Can- 
tabrigienfi  five  Oxonienfi,  that  no  one  fhould 

r  O  , 

be  admitted,  a  Pello^%  unlefs  he  were  a 
Kentish  man:  But  we  apprehend,  that 
thefe  word's  were  put  into  the  teftimonials, 
hnly  for  form’s  fake ;  for  without  thern,  or 
forhe  other,  to  fignify  the  country,  (for  by  the 
flatute  every  fellow  was  obliged  to  declare 
of  what  country  he  was,  “  dices  denique  vere 
et  bona  fide,  quinani  fit  patria  tua”)  and 
the  univerfity  ;  the  college  could  not  have 
giveh  any  form,  for  the  admijjion  o^ fellows. 


The  LICENTIATES  think,  they  have  fuffi- 
biently  fliewn,  the  abfurdities,  inconfiftencies, 
and  contradidtions,  not  only  of  the  flatute, 
de  permijjisy  by  barely  reciting  it,  and  making 
it  as  intelligible  as  it  can  be,  to  every  reader, 
who  confiders  it,  as  a  law,  in  a  body  of  laws, 
founded  on  royal  authority,  and  on  the  pub- 
lick  decrees  of  parliament  j  framed  with  great 
wifdom,  by,  and  for  the  good  government  of 

A  COLLEGE,  Or  SOCIETY  OF  LEARNED  MEN} 

men,  groundedly  learned,  and  deeply  fludied 
in  phyfick,  as  the  adt  of  parliament  expreffeth 
it,  and  as  the  royal  founder  defigned  it ; 
but  alfo,  the  inconfiflencies  of  every  claufe, 
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in  every  other  ftatute,  founded  on  the  faid 
ftatute. 

N 

Yet  notwithftanding,  asno  fellow  of  that 
learned  body,  has  ever  attempted  ;  or  as  the 
love  of  ufurped  power  and  fuperiority,  may 
prevent  any  fellow,  from  attempting,  to  fa  ve 
the  honour  and  credit  of  the  college ;  a  li¬ 
centiate  vAzyht permitted,  to  vindicate  the 
honour  of  thofe,  who  made  the  aforefaid  law  j 
and  in  confequence  of  that  law,  introduced 
fo  many  pratered%,  or  additional  claufes, 
into  the  ilatutes. 

This  may  eafily  be  effected,  by  confider- 
ing  the  moft  probable  reafons,  that  could 
induce  them  to  make  fuch  a  law,  and  fuch 
alterations,  in  their,  otherwife,  compleat  and 
uniform  body  of  laws ;  which  will  clear  the 
iatv  itfelf,  and  every  claufe  in  every  ftatute, 
which  was  introduced  for  the  fake  of,  and 
entirely  depends  upon  it,  of  all  thofe  ab- 
furdities  which,  on  any  other  fuppofition, 
they  are  juftly  charged  withj  and  at  the 
fame  timo  make  it  evident,  that  as  the  rea¬ 
fons  of  the  law  have  for  very  many  years 
ceafed,  with  regard  to  thofe  who  are  now,  or 
many  years  have  been  ftiled  licentiates  j 
neither  the  law  itfelf,  nor  any  of  the  a- 
forefaid  claufes,  can  have  any  juft  force  a- 
gainft  thoje,  who  are  members  of  that 
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body,  whofe  predecefTors  enabled  this  law ; 
not  to  the  prejudice  of  the  rights  of  any  one 
member,  but  folely  for  the  honour  and  the 
credit  of  the  body  corporate,  and  the  good 
of  the  publick. 

In  order  to  do  this,  it  may  not  be  amifs, 
to  recapitulate,  in  a  few  words,  the  founda¬ 
tion  of  the  COLLEGE,  and  its  powers,  grant¬ 
ed  by  king  Henry  VIII,  and  his  parlia¬ 
ment  ;  who  ordained,  that  Dr.  Chambre, 
and  his  affociates,  with  all  men^  of  the  fame 
faculty^  Jhould  be  in  deed,  as  well  as  in 
name,  one  body  and  perpetual  community,  or 
a  perpetual  college :  That  no  one  fhould 
pradlife  phyfick  in  London,  or  feven  miles 
round,  unlefs  he  were  admitted  by  the  pre- 
lident,  and  the  comrnunity ;  That  no  per- 
fon  of  the  faid  politick  body,  and  commo¬ 
nalty,  be  fuffered  to  exercife  and  pradtife 
phyfic,  but  thofe  perfons  that  be  groundedly 
learned,  and  deeply  ftudjed  in  phyfick. 

The  penalty  by  this  adt,  was  five  pounds 
per  month,  for  every  one  who  pradlifed, 
not  being  admitted  thereto  by  the  prefi- 
dent,  &c. 

But  by  the  firft,  of  queen  Mary,  which 
ratifies  and  confirms  the  grant  by  letters  pa¬ 
tents  of  incorporation,  granted  by  her  royal 


I  76  J 

father,  to  the  physicians  of  London  ;  (4  - 
parliainentary  cxpreffion,  equivalent  to,  the 
faculty  of  ■phyfick  in  London,  college-,  pre- 
fident  and  college,  in  the  fame  adt)  and 
alfo  ratifies  and  confirms  the  abovename4 
adl,  of  king  Henry  VIII.  It  is  enadted, 
that  the .  prefident  or  cenfors  fhould  have 
power,  to  fend  all  offenders  and  tranf-. 
greffors  in  the  faid  faculty,  to  any  prifon 
within  the  city  of  London  and  its  precindts, 
(the  tower  of  London  except.)  ‘ 

This  was  the  ftate  of  phyfick,  when ,  the 
COLLEGE  was  founded  3  thefe  were  the  pow¬ 
ers,  with  which  it  was  veiled:  And. 'as  it 
was  one  body  of  learned  men,  fupported 
and  fecured  in  its  powers,  and  privileges,  by 
the  highefl  authority  3  no  one,  who  was  not 
a  dodior  in  phyfick-,  no  one,  who  was  defi~ 
dent  in  learning-,  ho  one,  who  was  Uo., 
young,  or  not  grave  enough,  could  poffibly 
be  admitted  into  a  body  '  of  men,  who  by 
the  laws  of  the  land,  were  to  be  of  a  quite 
different  charader.  But  by  the  preamble 'to 
the  letters  patents,  there  were  rajh,  igno¬ 
rant,  and  impudent  men,  who  pradifed 
phyfick  3  to  fupprefs  whom,  the  grant  was 
made  to,  and  the  above  powers  veiled  in, 
the  coLLEGE.(which  induced  the  parliament, 
when  they  ratified  and  confirmed  the  grant, 
to  affert,  that  the  making  the  faid  corpora-^ 
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tion  was  meritorious,  and  very  good  for  thp 
common  wealth  of  this  realm)  By  this  grant, 
and  becaufe  of  thefe  po\vers  lodged  in  the 
COLLEGE,  no  perfon  who  pretended  to,  and 
might  have  fome  Ikill  in,  phyfick,  or  any 
particular  branch  thereof,  durft,  if  he  was 
not  qualified  as  the  letters  patents  and  aft  of 
parliament  diredled,  exercife  that  Ikill,  in 
defiance  of  the  laws  of  the  land,  as  foon  as 
thofe  laws  were  enabled  j  though  he  might 
be  a  grave,  tnodeji,  cautious  man,  voith  fome 
learning. 


\ 

Now  the  preamble  tp  the  ftatute  de  per- 
viiffis  feems  to  be  founded  on  this  fa<ft ; 
that  there  were  many,  complures,  a  great 
many,  very  many,  who  praflifed  phyfick  in 
London  ;  who  by  their  fmall  fhare  of  learn-;, 
jng,  and  diligent  obfervations  in  praftifing 
in  fome  particular  branch  of  phyfick,  had 
acquired  fome  tolerable  fkill  (faltern  in  7ion~ 
nutlis  curationibus)  at  le-aji  in  fome  particu¬ 
lar  methods  of  cure :  The  rajh,  and  ignorant, 
were  by  the  laws  of  the  land  reftrained,  or 
given  up  to  the  college,  tp  be  punifihed;  the 
modef,  the  grave,  zndi  ihe  lefs  learned,  by  the 
fame  laws  could  not  reipublicce  infervire,  vel 
faluti  hominum  prodejfe,  unlefs  they  were 
permitted,  by  the  college,  to  exercife  tha^ 
part  of  the  art  of  healing  which  they  wem 
acquainted  with,  each  of  them  in  his  ovVa 


vrv 
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particular  method  of  cure,  perhaps  of  one 
difeafe  only  j  whereas  another  had  been 
ufeful  in  two  diftempers ;  a  third  had  been 
fuccefsful  in  more ;  but  none  of  them  be- 
ing  graduate  phyficians,  none  of  them  being 
learned,  or  old,  or  grave  enough,  to  ;be  ad¬ 
mitted  into  the  college,  (who  at  the  fame 
time  declare  that  they  might  be  ufeful  at 
leaft  in  fome  cafes)  they  were  barely  fer^ 
mitted  to  pradlife,  lest  the  college 

SHOULD  BE  ACCUSED  OF  A,  MONOPOLY  IN 
PHYsiCK :  Such,  and  fuch  only,  were  ac¬ 
cordingly,  barely  permitted  to  pradlife. 

This  is  not  only  *  fuppofed,  to  be  the' 
reafon  of  this  ftatute;  though  the  fuppofi- 
tion  is  fo  natural,  and  eafy,  and  we  are 

led 

f  For  Di»  Goo  DA  LI.  has  informed  us,  that  in  the  reign 
ofking  Charles,  tne  firft,  Mr.  Shepheard  appeared 
before  the  prefident  and  cenfors  upon  fummons ;  he  was  re¬ 
buked  for  his  pradlfing  upon  MAD- MEN,  without  calling  any 
phyfician  to  the  cape;  according  rq  the  tenour  of 

His  PERMISSION,  GRANTED  HIM  BY  THE  COLLEGE, 

iind  his  o^n  fromife :  Upon  fome  excufes  made  by  him,  his 
fubniiffion  to  the  college  cenfure,  with  frefn  promifes  of  bet¬ 
ter  conformity  hereafter,  he  was  jdifmiffed.  p.  466. 

This  tefiimony  is  full  to  our  purpofe,  produced  by  one, 
\vho  though  he  was  a  fellow  of  the  college  of  phyilcians,  calls 
himfelf  one  of  their  niembersa  and  was  entruHed  with  the 
fearch  of  their  records,  from  whence  this  wasextraded.  The 
college  in  his  time,  the  author  tells  us,  had  to  deal  with  a  fort 
of  men,  not  of /^cad  emical,  but  mechanick  educa¬ 
tion  ;  it  is  highly  probable,  Mr,  Shepheard  was  of  this 
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led  to  it,  by  the  particular  words  of  the  fta- 
tute,  efpecially  of  the  preamble,  that  it  ap¬ 
pears  to  be  the  truth  :  This  clears  the  fta- 
tute  from  that  charge  of  abfurdity,  incon- 
Jiftency  and  contradiSlion,  which,  on  any 
other  fuppofition,  muft,  for  ever  lye  againft 
it :  This  ftatute  therefore,  and  every  claufe, 
in  every  ftatute,  which  relates  to  licentiates^ 
as  fuch;  asperfons,  hzxcXy  permitted  toprac- 
tife,  muft  ftand,  or  fall,  together. 

I  hope,  I  have  evinced,  to  the  fatisfadi- 
on  of  every  unprejudiced  perfon,  the  two 
following  propoiitions :  ift,  from  the  char¬ 
ter,  and  ads  of  parliament,  the  only  fourcet 
of  the  being,  and  conftitution  of  the  col¬ 
lege,  and  of  all  our  reafonings  concerning 
it,  it  evidently  appears ;  that  thofe  now  ftiied 
LICENTIATES,  are  really,  and  indeed  mem¬ 
bers,  or  FELLOWS,  of  the  undivided  fel¬ 
lowship,  or  commonalty  of  physick. 

fort ;  if  fo,  if  he  had  any  lear^iing,  he  muft  have  been  one 
of  the  minus  d(r8i\  by  the  title  the  college  regifter  gitves  liim^ 
he  was  no  Dodior  of  phy/nk  ;  notwithftanding,  the  college 
thought,  he  might  be  ufeful,  faltem  tn  nonnullis  turationihus ; 
but  the  L/CENCE  they  gave  him,  was  very  particular ;  what¬ 
ever  difeafe,.  or  difeafes,  he  was  permitted  to  pradife  in, 
he  was  not  permitted  to  preferibe  in  maniac  cafes,  without 
calling  to  his  aftiftance  a  physician  ;  who,*  if  he  was  of  die 
college,  had  the  liberty  of  pradtifing,  indifFcrencly  in  every 
diftempef.  ^ 


a'dly,  That 
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2dly,  That  there  lye  fcattered,  even  as 
rnong  their  own  ftatutes,  or  by-laws,  pres 
fumptivc  proofs,  fufficient  to  mew,  that 
when  the  inoft  of  thofe  by-laws  were  framedj 
the  conflitution  of  the  college  Was  fuch,  ae 
vve  have  proved  it  to  be,  in  the  firft  propo- 
fition :  and  if  there  are  any  feeming  contra^ 
didlions  to  be  met  with  among  themj 
they  will  be  found  to  arife,  from  the  prefent 
fet  of  by-laws  being,  a  piece  of  patch-u'ork  j 
fome  of  them  being  the  old  ftatutes,  enaded 
while  the  college  kept  up  its  original  form 

and  INTEGRITY  j  others,  being  afterwards  eis 
thcr  whole  ftatutes,  or  little  claufes,  induftriouf- 
ly  foifted  in,  and  grafted  on  the  old  ones,  in 
order  to  bring  about  the  then-projcded  devi¬ 
ations  from  the  original  plan :  In  diort,  that 
their  by-laws,  at  the  fame  time  that  they 
carry  with  them  marks  of  the  original  con- 
ftitution,  they  fliew,  in  feverai  places,  ftrong 
prefumptions  of  interpolations  of  later  date  | 
jn  order,  either  to  eftablifli,  or  pave  the  way 
for,  the  innovation,  or  diftinSlion  oiclafjes-^ 
unknown  to  the  original  charter,  and  ads 
of  parliament,  and  w^h  has  in  time  pro¬ 
duced  the  EXCLUSioiJ  the  licentiates 
complain  of. 

If  this  be  the  true  date  of  the  cafe^  thd 
unjuft  and  arbitrary  proceedings  of  the  pre- 
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lent  college,  againft  thofe  who  are  now  ftlled . 
licentiates,  will  appear  io  tv  try  fellow  of  the 
college,  who  will  give  himfelf  leave,  calmly 
to  coniider  the  premifes^  and  this  every  /<’/- 
low  may  do,  by  barely  fuppoiing  himieif  a 
licentiate,  for  half  an  hour. 


If  the  prefent  licentiates  were  barely  per-r 
mitted,  on  the  terms  above  mentioned ;  they 
will  readily  acknowledge,  that  they  ought, 
for  the  honour  and  credit  of  the  college,  for 
ever  to  remain  in  the  catalogue  of  licentiates  ; 
but,  if  they  have  been  examined,  as  phylici- 
cians  ;  admitted,  as  graduate  phyficians,  into 
that  one  body,  or  community, which  on¬ 
ly  had  power  to  exclude  them,  if  they  had  not 
been  examined,  approved,  and  admitted ;  why 
will  not  the  college,  to  which  they  belong, 

them  in 
rivileges, 

which,  they  think,  they  may  juftly  claim, 
not  only  by  the  charter,  and  act  of  pari  la¬ 
ment,  fo  often  referred  to,  but  by  the  fol¬ 
lowing,  anno  tricefftmo  fecundo  Henrici  oSlavi  ; 


receive  them  as  fellows,  and  put 
poffeffion  of  all  the  rights,  lihertie^p 


“  It  may  therefore  pleafe  your  moft  ex- 
“  cellent  majefly,  with  the  affent  of  your 
lords  fpiritual  and  temporal,  andthecom- 
“  mons  in  this  prefent  parliament  alfembled, 

M  “  and 
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“  and  by  the  authority  of  the  fame,  to  en- 
“  a6l,  ordain  and  ftablifh ,  that  the  faid  pre- 
“  lident  of  the  commonalty  and  fcllowfhip 
‘‘  for  the  time  being,  and  the  commons  and 
“  fellows  of  the  fame,  and  every  fellow 
“  thereof  that  now  be,  or  that  any  time  here- 
“  after  fhall  be,  their  fucceffors,  and  the 
“  fucceffors  of  every  of  them  at  all  time 
“  and  times  after  the  making  of  this  pre- 
“  fent  adl,  fhall  be  difcharged  to  keep  any 
“  watch  and  ward  in  your  faid  city  of  Lon- 
“  don,  or  the  fuburbs  of  the  fame,  or  any 
“  part  thereof ;  and  that  they  or  any  of  them 
“  fhall  notbechofen  conftable,  or  any  other 

officer  in  the  faid  city  or  fuburbs. 

In  confequence  of  this  adl,  every  member 
of  the  college,  by  the  prefent  flatutes  ftiled 
a  licentiate^  is  by  this  adt  ftiled  a  fellow  ;  and 
as  a  felloiv  he  is,  and  always  has  been  dif¬ 
charged.  to  keep  any  watch  and  ward  in 
the  city  of  London,  or  the  fuburbs  of  the 
fame,  or  any  part  thereof ;  and  he  has  not 
been  chofen,  nor  can  he  be  chofen  conftable, 
or  any  other  officer,  in  the  faid  city  or  fub¬ 
urbs. 

The  ccnfors  of  the  college  would  do  well 
to  confider,  that  this  very  adt  of  parliament, 
is  the  foundation  of  their  great  power,  and 
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authority  to  fearch  the  {hops  of  apotheca¬ 
ries,  and  to  burn,  or  other  wife  deftroy  all 
defedrive  and  corrupted  medicines,  as  they 
{hall,  think  meet  by  their  difcretion.  The 
nurnber  of  the  cenfors  in  this  adt  is  four ; 
in  the  ftatutes  of  the  College  it  is  the  fame  j 
their  qualifications  in  both  are  required  to  be 
.  the  fame ;  both  infift  on  their  being  fworn 
into  their  office  ;  and  if  they  refufe  to  be 
fworn,  the  college  fays, nullus  focius  recufet 
“  officium  cenforis,  fub  poena quadraginta  fo- 
dorum”j  the  adl  fays,  “  and  if  the  faid  four 
“  perfons,  or  any  of  them  fo  eledled  and  cho- 
“  fen  as  before  is  faid,  do  refufe  to  be  fworn, 
or  after  his  faid  oath  to  him  or  them  ad- 
“  miniftred,  do  obfiinately  refufe  to  make 
“  the  faid  fearch  and  view'  once  in  the  year, 
“  See.  that  then  for  every  fuch  willfull  and 
“  ob{1:inate  default,  every  of  the  faid  four 
“  perfons  making  default,  to  forfeit  forty 
“  {hillings." 

If  this  adt  be  available  to  the  cenfors,  whv 

JfcoJ  ...  ••  ^  ^  ^ 

mail  it  not  be  as  available  to  the  fellows If 
the  cenfors,  as  cenfors,  are  by  this  adt  enti¬ 
tled  to  fuch  powers,  as  are  granted  to  them 
by  this  adl  j  the  commons  and  fi’llows  are, 
and  every  felh  w  is,  entitled  to  the  prhi’eges 
and  tnununities,  by  the  lame  adt  granted 
to  them,  and  to  every  one  of  them,  and  they 

M  2  arc 
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are  granted  to  no  other.  As  therefore  the 
licentiates  enjoy  thefe  privileges  and  immu- 
nitieSj  by  virtue  of  the  ftatutes  of  the  king¬ 
dom,  as  fellows  of  the  college  The  world 
'  may  juftly  wonder,  that  what  the  laws  of  the 
land,  the  land  of  l.berty  allow  them,  the  col¬ 
lege  fliould  perfift  in  deny'ingthem  ;  though 
they  themfeives  acknowledge,  that  the  licen¬ 
tiates  enjoy  thefe  privileges  and  immuni¬ 
ties,'  by  virtue  of  this  very  a£t  of  parlia¬ 
ment,  in  the  form  of  their  letter  to  the 
magiftrates  of  any  city,  or  town  where  a 
quack  redded. 

“  We  certify  that— - is  a  man  of  no 

“  learning,  and  unlkilful  in  phyfick;  and  is 
“  by  no  means  of  our  college  j  wherefore  you 
‘‘  may  lawfully  eledl,  and  choofe  him,  and 
“  others  who  have  not  letters  teftimonial 
“  under  our  feal,  to  ferve  all  the  proper  of- 
“  dees  of  your  city,  &c. 

This  form,  we  may  be  certain,  belongs 

to  the  ORIGINAL  STATUTES  of  the  college  j 
'  becaufe  it  is  agreeable  to,  and  founded  upon, 

•  the  letters  patents,  and  the  two  ad:s  of  par¬ 
liament  referred  to,  and  to  this  laft  in  parti¬ 
cular.  Till  therefore  the  coleege  fend  this 
certificate,  to  the  raagiftrates  of  this  great 
city,  and  the  proper  officers  of  the  feveral 
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parifhes,  in  and  about  it,  to  notify  to  them, 
'  that'-' they  may  choofe,  arid  compell  the 
■,  licentiates,  to  ferve  the  feveral'  offices  to 
which  they  ffiali  pieafe  to  appoint  them, 
"the  college  mufl:  acknowledge  thena  fel- 

'EOWS.  •  ■  ‘  ^  ■  -  i- 
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A  Catalogue  of  the  Fellows, 
Candidates,  and  Licentiates 
of  the  royal  college  of  phyficians, 
London,  In  the  year  1752, 


Fellows. 

William  Wafgy,  prefiJent. 
Sir  Hans  Sloane^  Baronet, 
Med.  Reg. 

Dr.  Gideon  Har^jey^  Elc£l. 

Med.  Reg.  ad  Turrim. 

Dr,  RichardMeadf  Med. Reg. 
Dr.  William  Barronjuby. 

Sir  Edward  Hulfe^  Baronet, 
Eled.  Med.  Reg. 

Dr.  Pierce  Dod. 

Dr.  William  Stukley, 

Dr.  Ralph  Bourchier, 

Sir  William  BroqjjnCy  Eledl. 

Cenfor,  and  Treafurer 
Dr.  Edward  Willmot^  Med. 
Reg. 

Dr.  7  hn  Bamher, 

Dr.  Robert  Nesbitt y  Ele6l. 

Br.  7  ames  Mo  nro. 

Dr.  William  Woodford^  Reg. 
Ptof.  Med. 

t 

Dr.  yohn  Ne^ingtoo, 

Dr.  Matthew  Lee. 

Dr.  Frank  Ntchollsy  Med. 

Reg.  Extraordinarius. 

Dr.  Pelham  y ohnflon. 

Dr.  Matthew  Clarke, 

Dr.  Robert  Hjpwood. 

Dr.  Benjamin  Hoadly,  Mcd. 
Reg.  ad  Familiam. 


Dr.  Fhomas  Ree^Cy  Ele61:. 

Dr.  Ambrofe  Dawfon^  Ele£t« 
Dr.  yofeph  Letberland, 

Dr.  William  Battie, 

Dr.  RuJJel  Plumptrty  Reg. 
Prof.  Med. 

Dr.  yames  Hanxsleyy  Eledl. 

Dr.  Matthew  Morhy, 

Dr.  Charles  Chauncy, 

Dr.  Thomas  Addamsy  Cenfor, 
Dv.Thomas  Lawrence,  Cenfor, 
and  RegiRer. 

Dr.  Edmund  Crynes* 

Dr.  Charles  Feake, 

Dr.  W ’lliam  Heberden, 

Edward MilwardyCtTiioT* 
Dr.  William  Coxe. 

Dr.  yohn-Thomas  Batt* 

Dr.  Robert  Taylor, 

Dr.  Willi, .m  Mufi/et, 
iJr.  Richard  Conyers, 

Dr  William  Pitcairn, 

Dr.  Robert  Watjon, 

Candidates. 

Dr.  yohn  Monro, 

Dr.  Antony  Ajkew, 

Dr.  Thomas  Wharton,  ‘ 

Li«en- 
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Licentiates, 

Dr.  Arnold-Booet  Betrman. 
Dr.  Charles  Jerne^an. 

Sir  Richard  Manningham^ 
Dr.  Meyer  Schomherg, 

Dr,  Mujhey  Teale* 

Dr.  Jacob  a  CaftroSarmento. 
Dr.  "Nicholas  Robinfon^ 

Dr.  Samuel  Pye, 

Dr.  John  Eaton^ 

Dr.  Francis  D  ouce. 

Dr.  William  Clark. 

Dr.  Peter  Sh.  ><w. 

Dr.  Michael  Ccnnel. 

Dr.  'Theophilus  Lobb. 

Dr.  Ednjjard  Hody. 

Dr.  John  Andree. 

Mr.  Benjamin  Bofanquet. 

Dr.  George  Pile. 

Dr.  John  Pother  gill. 

Dr.  Peter  Canvane. 


Dr.  Mofes  Griffith. 

Dr.  Da^vid  Rofs. 

Dr.  Daniel  Cox. 

Dr.  Charles  Morton. 

Dr.  James  Par  fans. 

Dr.  Herman  Heineken. 

Dr.  Richard  Brockleshy. 

Dr.  John-BaptiJl  SilnjeJler. 
Dr.  George  Lamoni. 

Dr.  Francis^Philip  DunjaL 
Dr.  Philip  de  la  Cour. 

Dr.  Mark  Akenfide. 

Dr.  Samuel  Jebb. 

Dr.  Thomas  Wilhraham. 
Dr.  W dliam  Schanjo* 

Dr.  Nicholas  Munckley. 

Dr.  John  Clephane. 

Dr.  George  Mac  Aulay. 

Mr.  Jamfs  D argent. 

Dr.  Oaniel-Peter  Bayard. 
Dr,  Robert  Pate. 

Dr,  EdnMUrd  Archer, 


APPEN- 


APPENDIX.  No. I 

r 

Of  Foreign  Degrees, 


H  E';ilatute,  de  canaiddth^  fuppofes, 
that  graduates  were  admitted  with 
foreign  degrees;  and  it  is  evident,  by  the 
fame  ilatute,  that  every  candidate  muft  be 
a  graduate  of  fome  univerlity  ;■  the  only  al¬ 
ternative  is,  he  muft  be  either,  of  one  of  our 
own,'  or  a  foreign  one ;  if  of  either,  h 


c 


IS, 


in  medic'ma  doBor ;  but  if  he  be  of  a  foreign 
one,  before  he  be  fo  much  as  admitted  to 
an  examination,  he- muft  produce  his  diplo- 
ma  from  that  univerfity,  that  the  college 
may  know,  lie  is  really  in  medicina  dccior. 
E^xtra  aliqua  academia^  one  would  think, 
could  never  fignily  any  thing,  but  fome 
for  sign  nniverfity  ;  but  if  Oxford,  Cam¬ 
bridge,  Glafgow,  Aberdeen,  Edinburgh,  and 
St.  Andrews,  be  univerfitics  in  our  own  coun¬ 
trey  ;  the  alternative  would  then  be,  not  in 
medicina  doBor  ■  m  academia  Oxonienfi^  vel 
Cantabrigienfi ;  but,  in  academia  Oxonienfiy 
•vel  Cantabrigienfiy  velGiafguenJi,  &c.  vel  in 
extern  aliqua  *  academia. 

The 

*  But  this  matter  feems  to  have  beea  determined  by  the 
college,  in  the  cominis  extraordinariis  26,  Nov,  16S9,  in  the 
following  queftion,  which^  among  Others^  was  put  and  bal- 

'  loted 
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The  gentlemen  who  glory  in  their  relati¬ 
on  to  Oxford  and  Cambridge,  will,  they  hope, 
excufe  the  licentiates,  in  naming  thole  feats 
of  learning,  where  fome  of  them  received 
their  education,  (in  which  they  alfo  glory) 
in  the  fame  breath,  with  thofe  of  Oxford 
and  Cambridge ;  for  however  thefe  may  ex¬ 
cel  in  antiquity,  grandeur  or  riches;  others 
are  royal  foundations;  and  have,  as  fuch,  an 
equal  right  to  confer  degrees,  in  any  faculty, 
on  thofe  who  either  have  had  their  educa¬ 
tion  in,  or  received  the  honour  from,  them: 
The  king  may  grant  more  favours,  or  fhew 
more  countenance  to  one,  than  to  another ; 
but  he  cannot  give  to  one,  a  greater  power 
to  confer  degrees,  than  to  another :  But  yet, 
as  if  there  were  a  charm  in  the  words,  as  if 
there  were  a  fort  of  tranfubftanliating  power, 
in  the  name  of  a  degree  in  phyfick,  from  ^ 
Oxford,  or  Cambridge,  when  in  the  hands 
of  thofe,  who  aflume  an  abfolute  power  over 
all  perfons,  and  in  all  affairs  of  the  college ; 
a  man  bred  in  any  univerfity,  in  our  own 

Joted  for  ;  whether  fuch  other  members  as  were  not  formerly 
related  to  the  college,  lhall  take  place  after  all  thofe  that 
were  fo,  according  to  their  feniority,  and  their  refpeftive 
univerfities  ;  thofe  of  our  euun  univerfttiei,  whether  Englijh, 
<ix  Scotch,  having  the  precedency  of  all  others,  of  the  fame 
year ;  provided  they  be  of  twelve  years  ftanding  in  their 
univerfities.  Affirtn.  21.  Neg.  i. 


country  j 
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eountry  j  or  in  any  foreign  one ;  or  in  n© 
univerlity  at  all ;  if,  by  a  mandamus,  he’ Has 
procured  a  degree  from,  either  ;  the  college, 
by  their  JelJ-derived  po-iver,  can  inftaptly 
create  him  z  fellow,  or  though  a  perfon  have 
a  degree  from  Oxford  or  Cambridge,  if  it  be 
not  their  pleafure,'  they  will  not  make  him 
ajellow,  '  '  .  '  '  ' 

But  as  the  college  have  had  no  pretence,  for 
excluding  the  licentiates  from  their  fellow- 
Jhip,  but  their  want  of  a  degree  from  Ox» 
ford,  or  Cambridge;  though  neither  the 
charter,  nor  any  adl  of  parliament,  nor  any 
one  of  the  flatutes  of  the  college,  except  the 
Jlatutum  altenim,  require  any  fuch  degree ; 
if  feems  neceffary  to  put  the  prefent  college  in 
mind,  that,  with  what  contempt  foeyef,  the 
prefident  and  fellows  may  look  down  on  thofe 
gentlemen,  who  have  not  only  their  degree, 
but  have  had  their  education,  in  foreign  uni- 
verfities ;  if  it  had  not  been  from  the  exam¬ 
ple  of  foreign  fiates,  and  by  •  the  interefl  of 
gentlemen,  of  great  eminence  in  the  profef- 
fion,'  who  f  tidied  beyond  the  feas,  and  brought 
home  foreign  degrees,  if  is  a  queftion  whe¬ 
ther  we  Oiould,  to  this  very  day,  ^ave  had 
a  college  of  phyficians.  ■ 

This  however  is  certain,  from  the  pream¬ 
ble  to  the  letters  patents,  that  king  Henry, 

'  VIII 
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Vlil  founded  the  college,  from  the  exam¬ 
ple  of  well-governed  cities  of  Italy,  and 
many  other  nations;  and-  partly  at  the  re- 
queft  of  Dr.  John  Chambre,  Dr.  Tho. 
Linacr’f,  and  Dr.  Ferdinand  de  Victo¬ 


ria,  his  own  phyhcians ;  one,  a  foreigner^ 
but  all  three,  foreign  degrees^  Confequent 
on  thtix  for eig7i  education. 


■  For  the  credit  therefore  of /omg-??  degr^eu 
the  licentiates  would  name,  Dr.  fohn  Cham-^ 
bre^  the  great  and  juftly  admired,  both  at 
home  and  abroad.  Dr.  Thomas  LinaCre^ 
Dr.  de  Vidioria^  the  incomparable  Dr.  yebn 
Caius^  the  immortal  Dr.  William  Harvey, 
Dr.  Baldwin  Harney,  Sir  fohn  Mickleth'waite, 
with  the  pre'fent  ornariient  of  pliyfiek,  and 
patron  of  the  learned  of  eVety  countfyi 
Dr.  Richard  Mead;  ‘ 


yohnChambre  fioQ.oX  of  phyfick  beyond  the 
feas,  Was  incorporated  061:.  2 Qth  153  i',  23d  of 
Henry  VIII;  A  certificate  of  it  was  fealed  with 
the  univerfity  feal,  16^  Nov.  following,  and 
forthwith  fent  to  him  :  This  perfdn,-  who  had 
been  fellow  of  Mert.  coll,  did,  after  he  had 
taken  the  degree  of  M.  of  A.  travel  into  Italy,- 
1 502,  fiudied  phyfick  at  Padua,  and  there 
took  the  degree  of  Dodlor  in  that  faculty;  after 
Ills  return,  became  the  king’s  phyfician  ;  and 
(with  Lynacre  Mid  Vidioria)  founder  of  the 
College,  &c. 
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Irt  151  Oj  he  became  canon  of  tP'in^for  j 
and  in  1524,  Archdeacon  of  Bedford,  being 
then  preb.  of  Combe  and  Harnham  in  the 
church' of  Sarum-j  in  1526,  he  v^as  elected 
warden  ef  Mert.  colL  and  about  the  fame 
time  [feven  years  after  he  was  eledl  of  the 
college]  was  made  dean  of  the  king’s  chappef 
dedicated  to  the  bkffed  virgin  and  St.  Ste¬ 
phen,  within  the  palace  of  Weftminfterj 
treajurer  of  Wells  j  double  benefced  in  So- 
merfctfnre,  and  Yorkfirec^ 

Dr.  Lynacrey  was  chofen  fellow  of  All- 
Souls  coll,  in  Oxford ;  where,  by  his  clofe  re-= 
tirement,  he  improved  himfelf  very  much 
in  literature  >  and  in  few  years  after,  much 
more  by  his  travels  into  Italy  •,  where  taking, 

I  fuppofe,  the  degree  of  dodor  of  phyfick, 
became  intimate  with  perfons  famous  for 
learning  there  ;  The  chief  cities  of  his  refi- 
dence  were  Rome  and  Florence.  After  his 
return  into  his  own  country,  he  was  incor¬ 
porated  Dr^  of  phyfick,  in  this  univerfity 
became  phyfician  to  king  Henry  VIII,  one 
of  thechief  founders  of  the  college,  (of  which, 
he  was  the '  firft  prefident)  and  at  length  in 
holy  orders,  and  2cprieft.  He  was  admitted 
ebantor  of  the  church  of  7ork,  which  place 
he  refigned  in  a  few  months,  but  at  the  fame 
time  had  other  dignities  in  the  church.f 

*  Wood's  Fafti,  Vol.  I.  f  Wood’s  Athcn.  Ox.  Vol  I. 

r  — .  He 
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He  was  chofen  the  firil  prelldent 
by  the  phyficians,  named  in  the  king’s  pa¬ 
tent,  and  continued  in  that  ofhce  for  feven 
years  together,  and  died  in  the  fame.* 

Thefe  laft  particulars,  concerning  thefe 
two  great  men,  would  have  had  no  place 
here,  had  not  the  college,  by  fome  by-laws^ 
forbid  the  fum  monin  g  to  their  comitia,  any 
fel'ow,  after  he  had  entered  into  holy  orders-: 
One  would  think  the  authors  of  thefe  by¬ 
laws  were  unacquainted  with  thefe  fadts,  or 
they  would  not  have  been  fo  ungrateful  to 
the  memory  of  two  of  their  founders,  to 
Dr.  Lynacre  in  particular,  their  firft  pre- 
lident,  their  great  benefadlor ;  in  excluding, 
as  much  as  in  them  lay,  from  his  right  to 
vote  in  their  comitia,  every  worthy  fella%v, 
who  Ihould  follow  the  example  of  two  fuch 
friends  to  their  body. 

Fernandus  or  Ferdinandus  de  Vidforia, 
Dodor  of  phyfick  (beyond  the  feas)  was 
incorporated  in  the  univerfity  of  Ox- 
ford.-f* 

Dr.  John  Cains,  bred  in  Gonville  hall, 
Cambridge  ;  from  whence  he  travelled  into 
Italy,  and  ftudied  there ;  he  took  his  Dodor’s 
degree,  firft  at  Eononia,  where,  for  fome 
years,  he  was  greek  ledurer.  After  his  re- 

*  Goodall,  f  Wood’s  Ial>i.  Vo!.  J. 
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i' 

turn  to  England,  he  took  his  Dodlor’s  degref; 
dr  rather,  was  incorporated*]  in  Cam- 
hridge.-f' 


Dr.  William  Harvey was  fent  to  Caiug‘ 
college  in  Cambridge ;  fforh  whencfe  he  tra¬ 
velled  into  Italy  j  ftudied  at  Padua  five  years  ; 
then  took  his  degree  of  Dodto’r  iri  phyfick. 
there,  and  after  in  Cambridge.  J 

-7 

Dr.  Baldwin  Hamey^  born  at  London, 
took  his  degree  of  Dodlor  in  phyfick,  at 
Leyden ;  was  admitted  candidate  of  the  col¬ 
lege,  1630,  and  three  years  after,  fellow; 
after  which,  he  was  chofen  cenfor,  anatomy- 
reader,  eledtor,  regifter,  confiliarius,  and 
often  prefident,  though  he  always  refufed 
that  office. § 

What  fenfe  the  great  Dr.  Mead  had,  of 
foreign  degrees,  confequent  to  a  foreign  edu¬ 
cation  in  phyfick,  will  be  beft  difcovered, 
by  his  own  eloquent  words,  Ecquis  Linacroj 
qui  fub  aufpiciis  regis  invidtiffimi,  Henrici 
odtavi,  primus  nos  audtoritate  inftruxit,  fa* 

pientiorem,  &  Ikeris  cultiorem  dicet  quern- 

\ 

*  Incorporations  were  of  fuch  wKo  had  taken  a  degree 
in  another  univerfity,  and  have  been  embodied,  or  taken 
into  the  bofom  of  this  of  Oxon,  and  have  enjoyed  the  fan^ie 
liberties  and  privileges,  as  if  they  had  taken  their  degree, 
here.  Wood's  Fafti,  Vol.  I.  p.  8. 

f  GoodalL  ‘  $  Goodall,  §  GoodalP.' 

piam  ? 
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warn  ?  Ecqnis  Caio,  qui  infignia  poteftatis 
ad  decus  &  ornamentuin  addidit,  arte  pras- 
ftantiorem  ?  An  Harveio,  qui  potentiam  o- 
pibns  auxit,  fagad  ingenio,  &  naturae  fcien- 
tia,  ullum  inveniemus  parem  ?  Hi  nimirum 
veterum  fapientium  more,  relida  patria,  ter¬ 
ras  alio  foie  calentes  adierunt,  Italiam  in 
primls,  antiquum  illud  mufarum  facrarium  ; 
ubi  parum  illis  fuit  omne  difdplinarum  genus 
totp  p.edtore  hgurire,  &  domum  adferre  j  ad- 
huc  majora  animo  conceperunt,  formam 
nempe  reipublica;  medicae,  qua  in  ununi  cor- 
piis,  quali'  membra^  coirent  artis  profejfores, 
Amant  enim  focietatem  fcientide-,  &  concor- 
Sa,  tanquam  communi  anima^  vigent, 

Orat.  Harveian.  1724. 

But  the  laft  Orator  Harveianus,  Sir  William 
Browne,  a  graduate  both  of  Cambridge  and 
Oxford,  is  more  diffufive  in  his  praifes  on 
the  foreign  education  of  a  founder  of  the 
college,— Avidiffime  Linacrus  fitiebat  literas, 
avidiffime  fitiebat  fcientiasj  fed  aliis  prae 
omnibus  unam  illam,  quae  alias  omnes  fibi 
comites  defidcrat,  medicinae  fcientiam  :  nihil 
prius  orandum  effe  putans,  nihil  potius  eni- 
tendum,  quam  ut  fit  fibi,  ut  fit  ornnibus 
fana  mens  in  corpore  fano.  Cum  vero  litim 
hanc  urgeret,  potius  quam  cxpleret  Oxonia 
ihaj  cum  foecundiores,  quam  ifta  academia 

Vi" 
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tunc  temporis  prasbuit,  poftularcntur  caliccs 
qui  difertum  facerent;  Itahs  fontes,  dizvwxo 
nuper  reclufos,  omnique  fcientias  copia  fca-» 
tentcs,  feRinatione  non  minore  quam  cupi- 
ditate  petiit.  Terras  alio  calentes  foie  fapi- 
enter,  feliciter,  mutavit  j  patriaeque  exful,  fe 
quoque  fugit.  Fugit  fe  rudeniy  incuhum, 
illiteratum  :  rediit  urbanus^  facundus,  eru- 
ditus.  Oxonice  reverfus,  iftas  fecum  ad'vexit 
d'ljciplinas^  quas  antea  eo  loci  fruftra  quaji- 
verat. 

Browne  Orat,  Harveian.  1753. 

The  licentiates  have  afferted,  that  the 
additional  claufe  to  the  original  ftatute  de 
candidatis,  was  a  contradidion  to  the  fta¬ 
tute;  their  reafon  for  this  aflertion,  they 
think,  convincing ;  but  reafons,  when  fup- 
ported  by  fads,  which  are  ftiibborn  things, 
are  irrefiftable. 

Sir  John  Micklethwaite^  who  had  taken 
the  degree  of  Dodor  of  phyfick,  at  Padua  in 
Italy,  1638,  was  incorporated  1648.* 


_ He  was  admitted  candidate  of  the 

college  1642,  the  year  after,  fellow."]; 


*  Wood’s  Fafti  Vol.  If. 
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If  thefe  teftimonies  are  true,  tt  has  not 
been  the  conjiant,  nor  antient  ufage  of  the 
college,  to  require,  from  a  candidate  a  teftirnom 
ilia  I  of  his  incorporation  from  either  Oxford 
or  Cambridge ;  for  Sir  yohn  Micklethwaite 
was  admitted  a  candidate  of  the  college,  fix 

years  before  he  was  incorporated. 

« 

T ''Uth  is  great,  and  will  prevaih 


O 
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;  AP  P  E  N"Di  X.  No.  2. 

i  ■  ■  ■  '  V  » 

\  ^  ^  ^  ■  S  . 

f "  J  'HE  coil ege  con  fifted,  for  the  moft 
,  part  about  this  time  [1575]  and  be¬ 
fore,  of  fuch  as  were  favourers  of  popery, 
and  were  guilty  of  divers  diforders.  This 
account  whereof  was  fet  up,  viz. 

That  the  pfefidents,  cenfors,  eledtors  and 
other  officers,  were  not  fworn  to  the  queen’s 
majefty,  at  their  admiffion,  as  in  other  cor¬ 
porations  they  were  5  whereby  it  came  to 
pafs,  that  papifts  continually  had  occupied 
the  chief  rooms. 

That  men  expelled  their  univerhties,  for 
religion,  by  this  means,  had  from  time  to 
time  been  received  into  the  college,  and 
thereby  advanced  their  credit. 

~ '  That  either  they  did  wholly  repel,  or  not 
without  much  importunity  admit,  any,  whom 
they  thought  to  be  well  affedted  towards  the 
true  religion,  now  received. 

That  fuch  as  had  gone  beyond  the  feas 
to  take  the  degree  of  a  clodtor,  becaufe  they 
would  avoid  the  oath  of  fupremacy,  (mini- 

ftred 
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fired  according  to  the  flatute  of  our  univer- 
lities)  had  fhortly,  upon  their  return,  been 
admitted  without  any  oath  miniflred  unto 
them. 

^  That  fuch  as  had  been  imprifoned  for 
religion,  or  other  great  matters,  had  kept 
themfelves  in  office  at  their  own  pleafures, 
contrary  to  the  college  flatutes,  and  their' 
oaths,  and  detained  in  their  hands  the  col¬ 
lege  goods,  dlfdaining  to  make  any  account 
©f  the  fame. 

4 

That  fome  .of  the  eledlors  who  had  fled 
for  religion  out  of  the  realm,  had  been  kept 
in  their  offices,  and  floutly  defended,  as 
chief  members  of  the  college,  (being  at 
Louvain)  until  they  died  ;  that  other  honefl: 
and  true  fubjedls  might  be  kept  out  of  the 
fame  rooms. 

That  they  made  private  conventicles  of  a 
few,  to  bring  to  pafs  their  purpofes  and 
eleftions  j  which  ought  ,by  the  college  fla¬ 
tutes  to  be  done  on  quarter  days  only,  and 
the  whole  company  being  thereunto  called. 

That  the  college  flatutes'were  generally 
dmperfed,  and  partly  popifh. 


Thefe 
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Thel'e  things  being  declared  and  corn- 
plained  of  to  the  council,  by  fome  well  af- 
feded,  in  the  year  1575.  Reformation  of 
them  was  earneftly  defired.'*' 

I 

From  this  account  we  may  fee,  that  there 
have  been  in  former  times,  private  conventi¬ 
cles  of  a  jew,  to  ferve  their  own  purpofcs, 
to  the  prejudice  of  the  reji-,  contrary  to, 
and  deftrudive  of,  the  peace,  harmony  and 
brotherly  affedion,  of  the  members  of  this 
one  and  ancient  body :  And  that  there  have 
been,  at  the  fame  time,  fome  well  afeBed 
to  the  laws  of  the  land,  as  well  as  to  the 
ftatutes  of  the  college,  who  have  complained 
of  grievances,  and  defired  redrefs  of  the 
fame. 

*  Seymour’s  Survey  of  Lond.  Book  I.  p.  156,' 
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